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HISTORY OF THB WBflTBBN ROMAN BMPIRB. 

Chap. XT. 1. Aitor this I looked, and, b«liold» a door was openod In 
heaven : and Che lint voice wbiefa I heard was as it were of a tramptt 
talldng with me ; which said. Gome np hither, and I will shew thee things 
which must he hereafter. S. And immediately I was in the spirit : and, 
hehold, a throne was set in heaven, and one sat on the throne. 3. And he 
that sat was to loolc upon like a jasper and a sardine stone : and there 
was a rainbow round about the throne, in sight like unto an emeiald, 
4. And round about the throne were four and twenty seats : and upon the 
seats I saw four and twenty elders sitting, clothed in white raiment ; and 
they had on their heads crowns of gold. 5, AndoutqftAetknmeproeeedeii 
liffMningt, and tkunderingt, and voieet : [a] and there were seven lamps 
of Are burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God. 6. 
And before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto crystal : an^ in 
the midst of the throne, and round about the throne, were four beasts full 
of eyes before and behind. 7* And the first beast was like a lion, and the 
second beast like a calf, and the third beast had a Ihee as a man, and the 
fourth beast was like a flying eagle. 8. And the four beasts had each of 
them six wings about him ; and th^ were fhll of eyes within : and they 
rest not day and night, saying. Holy, holy, holy. Lord Ood Almighty, which 
was, and Is, and is to come. 9. And when those beasts give glory and 
honour and thanks to him that sat on the throne, who liveth for ever 
and ever. 10. The four and twenty elders fell down before him that sat 
on th« throne, and worship him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast 
their crowns before the throne, saying, II. Thou art worthy, O Lord, to 
receive glory, and honour, and power : for thou hast created all things, 
and for thy pleasure they are and were created. — Chap. v. 1. And I saw 
in the right band of him that sat on the throne a book written within 
and on the backside, sealed with seven seals. S. And I saw a strong angel 
proclaiming with a loud voice, Who is worthy to open the book, and to 
loose the seals thereof? 3. And no man In heaven, nor in earth, neither 
nnder the earth, was able to open the book, neither to look thereon. 4. 
And I wept much, because no man was found worthy to open and to read 
the book, neither to look thereon. 5. And one of the elders saith unto 
me, Weep not : behold the Lion of the tribe of Jnda, the Root of David, 
Iiath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof. 
6. And I beheld, and lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, 
and in the midst of the elders, stood^ Lamb as it had been slain, having 
seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of Ood sent forth 
into all the earth. 7. And he came and took the book out of the right 

he said to me, these are they which came out of great tribulation, and 
have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
16. Therefore are they before the throne of Ood and serve him day and 
night in his temple : Bxid he (hat titUth an the thfvne thatt owkll among 
them [<f] 16. They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more ; nei- 
ther shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. 17. For the lamb which 
is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and JihaU lead them unto 
living fouktaivs or wATans; [«] and Ood thdU wipe away allteart 
from their eyee. [d.] 



si 



sawaj 
Lthenl 
thesJ 
thee, I 

ts gin 
ithana 



heari 
Lirth; 
ea; atj 
;. And 
ihast 
1 out 1 



11. 

thewl 
beaaj 

togetl 
e,8ayi 
,aQd a 
fieroeni 
1 men 



OF TJ 




"^tl as the 
evef*P®*«°* 

the 

whi 

day 



/ [a] iv 5. viU. A. xi 19. xvl. 18. 21, 
Parallel J ^^j ^, j^ ^3 ^^ ,g ^^ j ^^ j^ 

c] vii. 4> xiv. 1. 3, 



11* 
Passages. ( r 



the 

[d] vii. 16. 17. Mi. sin of Ch: 
[c] vii. 17. xxL 6. xxi liatlon < 
[/] X. 2. xl 15, casting 

-6. xi. 



the 

. And tc 

white; 

me, 1 

the Lan 

And/ 

myikot: Ia\ 

ut t wor 



NOTES 

FORMING A BRIEF INTERPRETATION OF 

THE APOCALYPSE: 



INTENDED 



TO BE READ IN CONNEXION 



'*THE COMBINED VIEW OF THE PROPHECIES OF 
DANIEL, EZRA, AND ST. JOHN:" 



JAMES HATLEY FRERE, ESQ. 



ORIGINALLY COMMUNICATED BY THE AUTHOR, AND NOW 
PUBLISHED BY PERMISSION. 



"The words are leiilcil up, and dosed till the timb of the fhd." — Da\. i 



LONDON ! 

J. HATCHAED AND SON, 187, PICCADILLY. 

1850. 



LONDON : 

PRINTEP BY a. J. PALMER, SAVOY STREET, STRAND. 



I X -^ 



PREFACE. 



The substance of the following Notes was given 
to the writer by Mr. Frere about seven years 
since, and their connexion has been filled up by 
reference to his already published works. They 
have, as they now stand, been submitted to him, 
and are, by his permission, offered as some assist- 
ance to the study of his interpretation of the 
Apocalypse, pending the more complete view of 
it, which he purposes to give, and as supplying in 
some measure a blank in his *^ Combined View of 
the Prophecies." 

nnie attention of the writer was first arrested 
to Mr. Frere's system of interpretation, by the 
prominence it g^emed to give to the grander 
features of History, marking those points which 
it may be presumed would stand out to the eye 
of Prophecy in its comprehensiTe view of the 
whole coming history of the World; and thus 
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giving landmarks sufficiently decided to rule the 
position of such historical matter as lies between 
them, and differing in this respect from the me- 
thod of some other commentators, which seems 
rather to have been to interpret detached pas- 
sages upon the simple " evidence of resemblances ;" 
a kind of evidence which, though it has been in 
some instances sufficiently ^strong to obtain general 
assent, is yet so easy to find as to make it hardly 
less easy to transfer a line of events symbolically 
given and thus translated, from any one period of 
time, to almost any other ; and which is capable 
of producing a system sufficiently vague to be 
liable to entire abandonment, so soon as one more 
plausible should present itself. 

This seizing of great events, and the present- 
ation of the Prophecy as a whole, so artistically 
framed that the disproving of one part of it must 
be the refutation of the entire scheme, would 
seem to carry with it presumptive evidence that 
the design of the Divine constructor had been 
rightly conceived ; and to this may be added, that 
the key to the whole is the full carrying out of 
the already accepted principle of Mr. Mode, that 
of observation of parallel passages and concluding 
texts; and that by the tracing of these across 
contemporary courses of history, a complete warp 
and woof is presented, so distinct as would almost 
seem to preclude question. 



PREFACE. V 

The perfect antitype also which is found in the 
structure of the Apocalypse, to the taking of the 
city of Jericho of the old dispensation, compassed 
seven days, and seven times on the seventh day ; an 
antitype already recognised, but in its full analogy 
never yet made out, would seem to carry with it 
much weight, ^nd allusion must also be made, 
to one element, indispensable where such a sub- 
ject is approached ; — to the spirit in which the 
labour of interpretation has been pursued; it 
would be the withholding of a truth of the first 
interest, not to say that this has been such as 
could alone admit to the treading of such high and 
holy ground, alone give confidence as to the result. 
It has been a spirit of prayer and supplication, 
a fervent desire to be made instrumental in esta- 
blishing the truth of God ; it has been a prayer 
offered, long years ago, and a quiet waiting 
through long years of discouragement, with a 
sure faith that if the truth of God be in the thing, 
it has but to wait for the fulness of his good time 
to meet with its acceptance. 

The repetition which occurs even in Notes as 
brief as these, will not, it is hoped, be objected to ; 
the actual repetition is a necessary part of the 
subject, the same matter occurring often, as 
forming the links of connection between the 
parallel histories ; and it has been thought better 
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frequently to repeat, rather than refer to it, as 
being more likely to familiarise with these points 



of connexion 



INTRODUCTION. 



The leading principles of interpretation are, 
first that the prophecy is given by Christ himself 
through the Church of his saints in heaven for the 
purposes of warning, encouragement, and consola- 
tion to His Church militant on earth, and as such, 
consists principally of a detail of judgments in- 
flicted on their adversaries at the close of the 
consecutive periods of Paganism, Popery, and In- 
fidelity. 

Next, that the figurative language by which the 
Church of the new dispensation is represented, is 
borrowed from the literal and typical old Jewish 
dispensation ; as^ for instance, in the case of the 
two Jerusalems, and of Babylon the antagonist of 
each ; — and that the emblems employed are to be 
interpreted not in a spirit of minute ingenuity, 
but in the broadest and clearest, as speaking the 
figurative language most natural to the mind of 
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man ; thus, — the sun, clearly the object that first 
attracts the homage of the untaught mind, would 
therefore, when employed as an emblem in a de- 
tail of historical events, be naturally applied to 
the first potentate of the period ; and when the 
scene of the vision is in heaven, to Christ the 
Sun of Righteousness. — It will be universally 
found that statues which are placed on horseback 
are those of kings and conquerors ; such an 
image, therefore, points naturally to the principal 
potentate of the day: and in like manner it is 
the custom of mankind to write the name and 
description of the subject of their statues on the 
pedestal that supports them, — under their feet ; 
an emblem, therefore, expressly described as being 
placed " under the feet," or as being stood upon, 
may be presumed to be of a descriptive character. 

Lastly, that the occurrence of parallel passages 
and concluding texts, rules absolutely ; the first 
marking the points coincident of the three courses 
of history given in the Revelation, the latter their 
simultaneous conclusion at the close of the pre- 
sent dispensation. 

The Prophecy also is strictly chronological, and 
never turns back without an intimation that it 
does so, and never quits one history for another 
till it has reached the end of time. 
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STRUOTUBE OF THE APOCALYPSE 

The prophecy consists of three distinct visions: 
-i^that of the Western Roman JEmpire^ revealed 
by the opening of the Seven Seals ; and commu- 
nicated to St. John by the voices of the Church 
in heaven, as " the noise of thunder," 

That of the Eastern Roman Empire, equally 
revealed by the opening of the Seven Seals, and 
communicated to St. John by the voices of the 
Church in heaven, as the voices of Seven Trum- 
pets. 

And the history of the Churchy contained in 
the Little Open Book^ communicated to St. 
John by his being commanded to eat the same. 

Each of these Visions is introduced by a pre- 
face, and their terminations are marked respec- 

B 



tively, — the first, by the vision of the eternal 
state; the second, by the revelation of Christ, 
and his entering into covenant by oath, to limit 
the sufferings of his Church to a certain appointed 
time ; the third, by the description of the final 
battle of Armageddon. The events of the Seven 
Vials of wrathy (which are subdivisions of the 
Seventh Seal,) are common to all three histories, 
and are therefore placed in a common supplement. 
(Chap. XV. xvi.) 

As Seven Vials they belong only to the history 
of the Western Empire. 

As Seven Thunders they belong to the history 
of the Eastern Empire. (Chap. x. 3.) 

They find also their place in the Little Opened 
Book, or Church history, where the day of wrath 
is equally alluded to. (Chap. xi. 19.) 

To each of these three histories, there is, as 
in the case of Daniel's Visions, a distinct expla* 
natory or supplementary history given by the 
communicating angel. The two explanations be- 
longing to the sealed book, or to the civil history 
of the Roman Empire, are introduced by a pre- 
face (xvii. 1). 

The explanatiou of the Church history or Little 
Opened Book, by the same form of preface, re* 
peated. (xxi. 9.) 

The common termination of each of these 
three explanations is marked, first, by one com* 



mon terminating text, three times repeated, and 
then again by three pairs of terminating texts, 
each showing the common termination of two of 
these explanations. 

The manner in which the Vials of Wrath are 
made common to all three Visions, is this :— * 
When six Seals have been opened, the seventh 
is not opened, but the day of his wrath is men- 
tioned as come ; (vi. 17.) In the same manner, 
six Trumpets sound, and then there is an inter- 
ruption — a description of our Saviour as " taking 
possession," and crying with a loud voice as when 
a lion roareth (the time of his wrath) and Seven 
Thunders^ utter their voices ; the contents of these 
Thunders are not given, because they are the 
same as the Seven Vials, and the contents are 
found in them. 

Then, after a preface, comes the history of the 
Little Open Book; in which also we find the 
period marked of the wrath of God;f referring 
to the Seven Vials of wrath of chapter xvL 

The seventh Seal and seventh Trumpet are also 
found to synchronise, by the mention of an earth- 
quake during the period of the sixth Seal or just 
before the opening of the seventh,:]: which earth- 
quake is again mentioi^d during the period of 
the sixth Trumpet, just before the sounding of the 
seventh.^ 

* Chap. X. 3. t «• 16- t vi- 12. § xi. 13. 
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The seventh Trumpet and Seven Vials^ are, in 
like manner, proved to synchronise, by the open- 
ing in each, of the Holy of Holies, and by their 
both terminating with the second great earthquake 
of the Apocalypse. Chap. xi. 19, xv. 5, xvi. 18. 



The Beasts or Roman Empire, is identified 
with the fourth Beast of the seventh chapter of 
Daniel ; the three first Beasts or Kingdoms hav- 
ing passed away, and the prophecy being the 
history of the fourth. 

IN DANIEL. 

The Assyrian Empire . • . Beast like a lion. 

Persian — ... Beast like a bear. 

Grecian — ... Beast like a leopard. 

Boman — ... Beast dreadful and ter- 
rible^ with ten homsj 
which stamped the re* 
sidue with its feet. 

IN THE APOCALYPSE, CHAP. XIII. 

The Beast with seven heads and ten horns is 
more particularly described as including all the 
similitudes, common to the previous three whom 
it has superseded. 

There are in the Apocalypse three descriptions 
x)f this Beast at progressive periods of time ; the 
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first (during the period of Paganism) as a Great 
Red Dragon^* having ten horns, when the seat 
of government being in the city of Rome, the 
seven Heads^ or seven mountains, are represented 
as crowned. (Chap, xii.) 

The second, (during the period of Popery,) 
when the Empire being divided into ten inde- 
pendent kingdoms, the crowns are represented as 
being removed to the Horns. The substitution on 
the heads of ^ the name of blasphemy," intimating 
that they are the seat of the Papal Apostasy. 
Chap. xiii. 

The third, (during the period of Infidelity,) 
being when Christ's reign of wrath, consisting of 
the judgments of the Seven Vials has commenced, 
at the close of the 1260 years, when the crowns are 
removed altogether, (chap, xvii.,) and it is at this 
period that Christ is represented as having on 
his head " many crowns :" — the kingdoms of the 
world having become the kingdoms of our Lord 
and of his Christ. (Chap. xix. 1 2 ; xi. 1 5.) 

The Beast, Infidel^ is represented as rising out 
of the bottomless pit ; and the symbol then sig- 
nifies Infidelity ; and when also described as being 
the eighth head, signifies the Great Infidel Anti- 
Christ, whose seat will be Rome. (Chap. xvii. 11.) 

There is a double line of dates, the one civil, 
the other ecclesiastical, to be learned from the 

* The Dragon or Devil, the object of Pagan worship. 



prophecies of Daniel and St. John, to be adapted 
to the respective courses of civil and ecclesiastical 
history, and which intersect each other according 
to the type of the civil and ecclesiastical com- 
putation of the Jewish year: the principal dates are, 
— that of the 1260 years, found equally in Daniel 
and St. John; the 1290 and 1385 years of Daniel, 
and the calculation taken from the year of the 
communication of the vision of the great Image 
to Daniel ; in which is fulfilled the type of the 
Sabbatical and Jubilean years of the Jevdsh dis- 
pensation, and which ascertains the expiration of 
the times of the Gentiles, and of the alienation of 
the Jews from their own land. 

The truth of the principle on which this latter 
calculation is made, is shown by the fact of its 
having thus enabled Mr. Frere, so early as the 
year 1814, to give the date of 1847 — 8, as the 
close of this most remarkable prophetic period ; 
but the subject not belonging exclusively to the 
Apocalypse, and being given at length in Mr. 
Frere 's theory of sacred numbers,* does not fell 
within the province of these notes. 

* The Theory of Sacred Numbers — ** Combined View,*' 
p. 260 to 270. 

The Civil and Ecclesiastical Prophetic Periods — ''Eight 
Letters," p. 14 to 35. 

The Jubilean Period — " The Great continental Revolution," 
p. 64 to 76. 
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tion during the period of Book. 
Infidelity. -J 

XV. Preface to the Vials, 
xvi. The Vials applying to all three histories, 
xvii— xix. 10. Explanatory history of Western Em- 
pire, 
xix. 11 to xxi. 8. Explanatory history of Eastern 

Empire. 
xxi. 9 to end. Explanatory Church history. 



REVELATION OF ST. JOHN THE DIVINE. 



GENEEAL PREFACE. 
Chapter I. tq Verse 8. 

This general preface to the whole Apocaljps€f, 
sets forth the title and subject of the book, " The 
Revelation of Jesus Christ which God gave unto 
Him to shew unto His servants things which 
must shortly come to pass," ending with the great 
terminating event, the coming of Christ in the 
clouds of glory — " Behold He cometh with 
clouds/' 

In Uke manner the terminating event in the 
history Of the western Roman empire, the future 
reign of the saints upon earth, is set forth in its 
preface (Rev. v. 10) : also the terminating event 
in the history of the eastern Roman empire, the 
great earthquake of the seventh Vial, is set forth 
in its preface. (Rev. viii. 5.) 

1. The revelation of Jesus Christy which God gave 
unto him^ to shew unto his servants things which must 
shortly come to pass ; and he sent and signified it by 
his angel unto his servant John, 
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The angel here spoken of, is one of the glori- 
fied saints or church in heaven, who are also 
mentioned in Rev. iv, 1 ; x. 4 ; xi, 1 ; xix, 10, 
and xxii. 9; and also under various symbols in 
other parts of the Apocalypse ; viz. as one of the 
elders or church in heaven in their regal office^ 
Rev. V. 5 ; as one of the four cherubim or church 
in heaven in their priestly office, Rev. vi. 1, 3, 5, 
7 ; XV. 7, and xvi. 1 ; — ^as one of the seven angels 
which had the seven vials, Rev. xvii. 1, and xxi. 
9 ; also as the seven angels of Rev. viii. and ix., 
who announce the judgments of God with voices 
" as of a trumpet ;" — the whole representing the 
church in heaven in the exercise of their prophetic 
office as instructors of the church on earth ; it 
being thus shewn that they are made partakers of 
the offices of Christ, not only as " kings and 
priests," but also as " prophets." Rev. i. 6 ; xxii. 
9. 

1. The revelation of Jesus Christy which God gave 
unto him, to shew unto his servants things which must 
shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his 
angel unto his servant John. 

2. Who bare record of the word of Ood^ and of the 
testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all things that he saw, 

Christ gives this revelation to the Church in 
heaven, to communicate to St. John as the repre- 
sentative of the Church on earth ; — thus are the 
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whole family in heaven and earth, with Christ 
their glorious head, represented, in these first 
verses, as forming together one body. 

S Blessed is he that readeth^ and they that hear the 
wards of this prophecy ^ and keep those things which are 
written therein : for the time is at hand. 

They are pronounced blessed who *^ keep those 
things which are written in this book," that is, 
who lay them up in in their hearts, for they con- 
sist entirely of Christ's promises to His Church of 
judgments that shall be inflicted upon their ad- 
versaries, and of their own final deliverance and 
glorious reward. 

4 John to the seven churches which are in Asia: 
Grace be unto you^ and peace, from him which is^ and 
which waSf and which is to come ; and from the seven 
Spirits which are before his throne ; 

6. And from Jesus Christy who is the faithful witness, 
and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the 
kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us^ and washed 
us from our sins in his own blood. 

Verses 4 and 5. The phrase here used in re- 
ference to the seven Spirits of God, viz., that they 
are ^^ before the throne," intimates always that 
the object of which it is predicated has relation 
to the Church, the true Jerusalem, of which, as of 
the literal Jerusalem, it is said by the mouth of 
Isaiah as well as by St. John, " Thy walls are 
contmually before me." 

10 
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6 And hath made m kings and priests unto God and 
his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

7. Behold^ he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall 
see him^ and they also which pierced him : and all kin" 
dreds of the earth shall wail became of him. Even so^ 
Amen. 

a / AM ALPHA AND OMEGA, THE BE- 
GINNING AND THE ENDING, SAITH THE 
LORD, which is, and which was, and which is to come, 
the Almighty, 

Verses 4 and 6. — The benediction contained in 
these verses is from the divine Trinity, — the Father, 
the Holy Spirit, and the Son ; the Holy Spirit is 
here termed the seven Spirits which are " before 
His throne," not in reference to any distinction or 
division in the personality of the Holy Spirit, but 
to His office in the work of man's redemption 
being that of its illuminating the seven churches, 
symbolizing the universal Church; the number 
seven denoting totality or perfection. 



" The things which thou hast seen^' or vision of 
Christ. Chapter i. verse 9 to the end. 

9. / John, who also am your brother, and companion 
in tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus 
Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the 
word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ. 

10. I was in the Spirit on the Lords day, and heard 
behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet. 
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11. Saying, I AM ALPHA AND OMEGA,* 
THE FIRST AND THE LAST;f and. What 
thou seest^ write in a book, and send it unto the seven 
churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto 
Smyrna, and untoPergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto 
Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea. 

12. And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. 
And being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks ; 

13. And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one 
like unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment down 
to the foot, and girt about the paps unth a golden girdle. 

14. His head and his hairs were white like wool, as 
white as snow ; and his eyes were as aflame of fire ; 

15. And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned 
in a furnace; and his voice as the sound of many waters. 

16. And he had in his right hand seven stars : and 
out of his mouth went a sharp two-edged sword: and 
his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength. 

17. And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. 
And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me. 
Fear not ; I am the first and the last : 

18. I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, 
I am alive for evermore. Amen ; and have the keys of 
hell and of death. 

Verses 13 to 18. — Christ reveals himself in this 
introductory vision under various characteristics, 
as able to support, and deliver his church, now 
suffering under pagan persecution ; these charac- 
teristics are afterwards severally referred to in 
one or other of the epistles to the seven churches 

* xxi. 6. f xjdi. 13. 
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of Asia ; which represent the Church of Christ at 
large, 

19. Write the things which thoa hast seen, and the 
things which are, and the things which shall be here- 
after ; 

20. The mystery of the seven stars which thou 
sawest in my right hand^ and the seven golden candle- 
sticks. The seven stars are the angels of the seven 
churches : and the seven candlesticks which thou sawest 
are the seven churches. 

" The things which thou hast seen," the vision 
of Christ as described in the preceding verses, 9 
to 18. 

" The things which are," the hortatory and en- 
couraging epistles addressed by Christ to the 
seven Churches which were in Asia, then suffering 
under pagan persecution. These epistles, there- 
fore, extend from the time present when the 
vision was seen, to the time of Constantine the 
Great, when these persecutions terminated. 

" The things which shall be hereafter," — Christ's 
assurance to his Church that He will vindicate 
their cause by judgments upon her enemies pagan 
and papal; also of her own final triumph and 
glorious reward ; this portion extending from 
chapter iv. to the end of the book. 
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CHAPTER II. 

CHAPTER II. AND IIL— "THE THINGS WHICH 
ARE,'* OR CONSOLATORY EPISTLES ADDRESSED 
TO THE SEVEN CHURCHES WHICH ARE IN 
ASIA, SUFFERING UNDER PAGAN PERSECU- 
TION. 

Chapter ii. to verse 7. 

CHRIST REVEALED AS CARING FOR HIS CHURCHES 
NOW SUFFERING UNDER PAGAN PERSECUTION. 

1. Unto the angel of the church of Ephems write; 
These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his 
right handy who walheth in the midst of the seven golden 
candlesticks. 

Christ's tender regard to his persecuted 
churches, is shown in the first characteristic by 
which he reveals himself to them being, as walk-- 
ing in the midst of them ; and preserving their 
ministers in all their afflictions, as he walked for- 
merly with the three children in " the burning 
fiery fiirnace ;*' for which cause also we may be- 
lieve St. John was directed in the last verse of 
the preceding chapter to note this characteristic 
especially amongst all which he had seen. 

2. Ihnow thy works , and thy labour, and thy patience, 
and how thou canst not hear them which are evil : and 
thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and 
are not, and hast found them liars : 

In this admonitory portion of the epistle 
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there is a reference to the introductory charac- 
teristic^ ** the seven stars," in the mention of the 
false " apostles," otherwise called " wandering 
stars." 

3. And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my 
namis sake hast labour ed, and hast not fainted. 

4. Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because 
thou hast left thy first love, 

6. Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, 
aud repent, and do the first worhs ; or else I will come 
unto thee quickly, and will remove tby candlestick out 
of his place, except thou repent, 

5. In the warning that their ^^ candlestick " 
might be removed, there is also a reference to 
the introductory characteristic of Christ, as walk- 
ing ^' in the midst of the seven golden candle- 
sticks." 

6. But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of 
the Nicolaitanes, which I also hate* 

7. He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
saith unto the churches ; To him that overcometh will I 
give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of 
the paradise of God.* 

7. In the promise of the Spirit, that he that 
overcometh shall " eat of the tree of life " there is 
also a reference to the introductory characteristic 
under which Christ reveals himself, which is 
doubtless this» — ^that as in the first paradisaical 

* xxii. 2. 
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state, ** the tree of life '' was the appointed means 
of grace and spiritual life, and the same ordinance 
is appointed for the new Jerusalem state, (see 
Rev. xxii. 2,) so, in the present intermediate dis- 
pensation, Christ's churches and his ministers are 
the appointed means hy which the same spiritual 
life is to be maintained in the faithful. 

Verses 8 to I L 

CHRIST REVEALED AS ABLE TO RAISE HIS MAR- 
TYRED SAINTS FROM DEATH. 

8. And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna vyrite ; 
These things saith the first and the last, which was 
dead, and is alive ; 

8. In this second epistle Christ reveals himself 
to his persecuted churches as he who ^' was dead 
and is alive/' for an assurance to them that if it 
should seem good to him to permit any of them 
to suffer even unto death, that it should be to 
them but the introduction to a future glorious 
resurrection. 

9. / know thy works, and tribulation^ and poverty, 
{but thou art rich,) and I know the blasphemy of them 
which say they are Jews, aud are not, but are the syna- 
gogue of Satan. 

10. Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer : 
behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that 
ye may be tried: and ye shall have tribulation ten days: 
be thou faithful unto deaths and I will give thee a crown 
of life. 
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] 0. The great Dragon, that old serpent called 
the Devil and Satan, is here pointed out (as he 
is in chap, xii.) as the author of the Pagan per- 
secutions which it is said are to endure " for ten 
days " or periods, referring either to the ten dis- 
tinct Pagan persecutions, or to the last of these, 
the Dioclesian, which continued ten years. In 
the promise of " the crown of life^ and in that of 
yerse 11, that he who should oyercome should 
" not he hurt of the second deathj' there is a re- 
ference to the introductory characteristic under 
which Christ revealed himself to this Church. 

1 1 . He that hath an ear^ let him hear what the Spirit 
saith unto tfie churches ; He that overcometh shall not 
be hurt of the second death. 

Verses 12—17, 

CHRIST REVEALED IN HIS DIVINE NATURE AS 

THE WORD. 

12. And to the angel of the church in Pergamos 
write; These things saith he which hath the sharp 
sword with two edges ; 

Christ here reveals himself as the eternal and 
divine Word^ that "was in the beginning with 
God, and was God." 

13. I know thy works ^ and where thou dwellest, even 
where Satan^s seat is : and thou holdestfast my name^ 
and hast not denied my/aith^ even in those days wherein 
Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was slain among 
youy where Satan dwelleth. 

c 
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14. But I have a few things against thee^ because 
thou hast there them thai hold the doctrine o/Balaam^ 
who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the 
children of Israel^ to eat things sacrificed unto idols, 
and to commit fornication. 

15. So hast thou also them that /sold the doctrine of 
the Nicolaitanesy which thing I hate. 

16. Repent ; or else I will come unto thee quickly y 
and wiUJight against them with the sword of my moath. 

Christ, in reference to the characteristic under 
which he here reveals himself, declares that he 
will destroy his enemies bj '* the sword/' that is 
by the severity of his righteous judgments, pro' 
ceeding forth from his mouth. 

17. He that hath an ear^ lei him hear what the Spirit 
saith unto the churches : To him that overcometh will I 
give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a 
white stone, and in the stone a new name written, 
which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it. 

The hidden manna, a type of the word of God 
in its nourishing and sustaining power, hidden or 
laid up in the ark, typical, (like the tree of life of 
chap. xxii. 2,) of Christ, "the living bread" by 
which alone his redeemed Church is sustained in 
time, and will be so through eternity. 

The white stone, the token of acquittal or deli- 
verance from the condemning power of God's law. 

The new name^ the regal name, the privileges 
of which are only revealed by the Spirit. 1 Cor. 
ii. 9. 
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Verses 18 to 29. 

CHRIST BEV£AL£D IN HIS HUMAN NATURE AS 
WORKING OUT THE SALVATION OF HIS CHURCH. 

18. And unto the angel of the church in Tkyatira 
write; These things saiih the Son of God, who hath 
his eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his feet are like 
unto fine brass. 

Christ here reveals himself in his human nature 
as the " Son of God ;" begotten by the power of 
the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, Luke i. 35, 
and In this his assumed mediatorial character 
working out the salvation of his people. His 
eyes being ^^as a flame of fire " indicates his 
qualification for his office as ^^ discerning the 
thoughts and intents of the heart." 

His feet like fine brass^ indicate enduring labour, 
as being qualified to work out the salvation of bis 
Church ; the symbol being derived jfrom the cus- 
tom of treading out the com by the labour of 
oxen, whose feet were shod with iron or brass. So 
in the vision of Christ seen by Daniel, the arms 
with mankind being instruments of labour as the 
feet are wit^ oxen, it is said, in a description cor- 
responding to that before us, that " his eyes (were) 
as lamps of fire ; and his arms and his feet like in 
colour to polished hrassJ' In the vision of Ezekiel 
it is also said of the cherubim as being partakers 

of Christ's character and oflSces, that '' the sole of 

8 
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their feet was like the sole of a calf*s foot ; and 
they sparkled like the colour of burnished hrass.^^ 
That the works of Christ and of his Church are 
the great subject of this epistle is also shewn in 
the repeated mention of them ; especially in the 
26th verse, where, to the concluding promise given 
by the Holy Spirit of future reward to those who 
should overcome^ there is added the &rther condi- 
tion, in the case of this Church, that they should 
keep the works of Christ unto the end. 

The reward promised in the following verses, 
26 to 29, to those who shall thus be found faithful 
is, that they shall be partakers with Christ in the 
victory over his enemies at the battle of Arma- 
geddon, and share with him also the glories of the 
millennial reign, together with " the first resurrec- 
tion^^' here symbolized by the rising of '* the mom-' 
ing star'' as being the forerunner and anticipation 
of an eternal day. 

19. / know thy works» and charity^ and service, and 
faith, and patience^ and thy works ; and the last to be 

more than the first, 

20. Notwithstanding I have a few things against 

theSi because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel^ which 

calleth herself a prophetess ^ to teach and to seduce my 

servants to commit fornication^ and to eat things sacri- 

Jiced unto idols, 

21. And I gave her space to repent of her fornica- 
tion : and she repented not. 

22. Behold^ I will ciist her into a bed, and them that 
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commit adultery with her into great tribukuiouy except 
they repent of their deeds* 

23. And I will hill her children with death ; and all 
the churches shall know that I am he which searcheth 
the reins and hearts: and I mil give unto every one of 
you according to your works. 

24. But unto you I say^ and unto the rest in Thya^ 
tiru, as many as have not this doctrine^ and which have 
not known the depths of Satan^ as they speah ; I wiU 
put upon you none other burden, 

25. JBut that which ye have already hold fast tUl I 
come. 

26. And he that overcometh^ and keepeth my works 
unto the endj to him will I give power over the nations : 

27. And he shall rule them with a rod of iron ; as 
the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: 
even as I received of my Father. 

28. And I will give him the morning star, 

29. He that hath an ear^ let him hear what the Spirit 
saith unto the churches. 



CHAPTER III. 
Verses 1 to 6. 

CHRIST REVEALED IN HIS PRIESTLY CHARAC5TER, 

1 . And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write ; 
These things saith he that hath the seven Spirits ofGod^ 
and the seven stars ; I know thy worhs^ that thou hast a 
name that thou livest^ and art dead. 

" The seven spirits of God," the Holy Spirit of 
God, sent forth into all the churches of the earth, 

c 2 
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(chap. V. 69) the only sufficient qualification for 
the exercise of the priestly office, either by 
Christ himself as the great high priest, or by the 
priests of his universal Church. — " The seven 
stars," the priests or ministers of the universal 
Church. 

2. Be watchful^ and strengthen the things which re* 
main^ that are ready to die : for I have not found thy 
works perfect before Ood. 

3. Remember therefore how thou hast received and 
heard^ and hold fasty and repent. If therefore 
thou shalt not watchj I will come on thee as a thief 
and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon 
thee. 

"If therefore thou shalt not watch," — ^as the 
priests were appointed to do in the service of the 
temple. 

4. Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have 
not defiled their garments ; and they shall walh with me 
in white: for they are worthy. 

5. He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in 
white raiment ; and I toill not blot out his name out of 
the booh of life^ but I will confess his name before my 
Father^ and before his angels. 

" White garments " or " white raiment," — their 
priestly robes. 

" I will not blot out his name from the book of 
life," I will not put him as polluted from the 
priesthood: see Ezra ii. 62; Rev. v. 10 ; xx. 15. 
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6. He that hath an ear^ let him hear what the Spirit 
saith unto the churches. 

Verses 7 to 13. 

CHRIST BKVEALED IN HIS REGAL CHABACTEB. 

7. And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia 
write; These things saith he that is holy, he that is 
triMy he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, 
and no man shutteth ; and shutteth, and no man 
bpeneth ; 

" David,*' the type of Christ in his regal office. 

8. / know thy works : behold, I have set be/ore thee 
an open door, and no man can shut it : for thou hust 
a little strength^ and hast hept my word, and hast not 
denied my name. 

9. Beholdy I will make them of the synagogue of 
Satan^ which say they are JewSy and are noty but do 
lie; behold, I will make them to come and worship 
before thy feet, and to know that I have loved thee. 

10. Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, 
I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, 
which shall come upon all the world, to try them that 
dwell upon the earth. 

1 1. Beholdy I come quickly : hold that fast which 
thou hast, that no man take thy crown. 

" The crown," the regal emblem. 

12. Him that overcometh tvill I make a pillar in the 
temple of my God, and he shall go no more out : and 
I tvill write upon him the name of my Grod, and the 
name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, 
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which cometh daum out of heaven from my Ood : and 
I will write upon him my new name. 

The " pillar in the temple," the regal post of 
honour ; see 2 Kings xi. 14 ; xxiii. 3 ; 2 Chron. 
xxiii, 13. 

The " new Jerusalem," the reigning church. 

Christ's " new name/' the regal name, not a&- 
sumed by Christ till the pouring out of the 
seventh Vial, when it is announced that the king- 
doms of this world are become the kingdoms of 
our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign for 
ever and ever. Rev. xi. 16, 17 ; xix. 12, 16. 

Id. He that hath an ear^ let him hear what the 
Spirit saith unto the churches. 

Verses 14 to 22. 

CHRIST BBVEALED AS " THE WAY, THE TRUTH, AND 
THE LIFE," THE ONLY MEDIUM OF ACCESS TO THE 
FATHER. 

14. And unto the angel of the church of the Laodi- 
ceans write ; These things saith the Amen, the faithful 
and true untness^ the beginning of the creation of God; 

16. I know thy works^ that thou art neither cold 
nor hot ; I would thou wert cold or hot. 

16. So then because thou art lukewarm^ and neither 
cold nor hoty I will spue thee out of my mouth, 

17. Because thou say est, I am richy and increased 
with goods, and have need of nothing ; and knowest 
not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, 
and blind, and naked : 

18. I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the 
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Jire^ that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment^ 
that thou mayest be clothed^ and that the shame of thy 
nakedness do not appear : and anoint thine eyes tenth 
eyesaive, that thau mayest see, 

19. As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be 
zealous therefore^ and repent. 

20. Beholdj I stand at the door, and knock: if 
any man hear my voiccj and open the door^ I will come 
in to himj and unll sup with him^ and he with me. 

21. To him that overcometh will I grant to sit unth 
me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set 
doum with my Father in his throne. 

22. He that hath an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit saith unto the churches. 



CHAPTER IV. 



THE " THINGS WHICH SHALL BE HEREAFTER." 
—CHAPTER IV. TO THE END OF THE APOCA- 
LYPSE. 

Preface to ** things which shall be hbrbafter." — 

Chapters iv. and v. 

1. After this I looked, and, behold^ a door was 
opened in heaven : and the first voice which I heard 
was as it were of a trumpet talking with me ; which 
said. Come up hither, and I will shew thee things 
which must be hereafter. 

Trumpet, voice of Christ or of the Church ; 
here, the voice of the messenger or angel of 
the church in heaven, who was sent by Christ to 
shew the vision to St. John ; chap. i. 1. 

8 
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Verses 2, 3, 4, 5. 

MEDIATORIAL THRONE. 

2. And immediately I was in tJie Spirit : and, be- 
holdy a throne was set in heaven^ and one sat on the 
throne. 

d. And he that sat was to look upon like a jasper 
and a sardine stone : and there was a rainbow round 
about the throne^ in sight like unto an emerald* 

Rainbow^ sign of the coyenant. 

4. And roundabout the throne were four and twenty 
seats : and upon the seats I saw four and twenty 
elders sitting^ clothed in white raiment, and they had 
on their heads crowns of gold. 

5. And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and 
thunderings and voices : and there were seven lamps 
of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven 
spirits of God. 

" The seven spirits of God," the Holy Spirit as 
enlightening the seven churches or the universal 
Church. See chap, v., vi. 

6. And before the throne there was a sea of glass 
like unto crystal, and in the midst of the throne, and 
round about the throne, were four living creatures full 
of eyes, before and behind. 

7. And the first living creature was like a lion, and 
the secmid living creature like a calf, and the third 
living creature had a face as a man, and the fourth 
living creature was like a flying eagle. 

8. And the four living creatures had each of them six 
wings about him; andthey were full of eyes within; and 
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they rest not day and nighty saying ^ Hohfj holy^ holy ; 
Lord God Almighty ^ which was, and is, and is to come. 

The twenty-four elders and the four living 
creatures always acting together, as the glorified 
church in heayen, made *^ kings and priests " unto 
God. Chap. v. 10. 

Creatures with eyes^ — ^the Church spiritual and 
priestly, partaking of Christ's priestly character. 
Chap. V. 6. 

Elders, as governing: or church in heaven, 
crowned and sitting upon thrones, or partaking 
of Christ's regal character. 

The description of the four living creatures 
correspond with the four standards under which 
the twelve tribes camped about Jerusalem : as 
found in the Rabbinical writings. See also Num- 
bers, chap. ii. 3, 10, 18, 25. 

Reuben the first-born as a Man ; the head of 
one order of beings, or of all creation. Deut. 
xxxiii. 6. 

Judah the Lion ; head of beasts of the forest. 
Gen. xlix. 9 ; Rev. v. 5. 

Ephraim the Bull ; head of tame cattle. Deut. 
xxxiii. 17. 

Dan the JEagle ; head of birds. 

The four represent " the Church of the first- 
born," surrounding the mediatorial throne of 
Christ in heaven, in like manner as the twelve 
tribes, or church of the first-born under the four 
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standards of the man, the lion, the bull, and the 
eagle, surrounded the mercj-seat, or throne of 
Christ, in their encampments in the wilderness. 

9. And when those living creatures give glory and ho- 
nour and thanhs to him that sat on the throne^ whg liveth 
for ever and ever^ 

10. The four and twenty elders fall down before him 
that sat on the throne, and worship him that liveth for 
ever and ever^ and cast their crowns before the throne^ 
saying, 

11. Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory, and 
honour, and power, for thou hast created all things ; and 
for thy pleasure they are and were created. 

The living creatures and elders always acting 
together, are in feet one and the same body of the 
universal Church, represented in the two distinct 
characters possessed by each individual of that 
body, the priestly and the regal, not the body of 
the universal Church divided into two portions, 
the kings and the priests. 



CHAPTEB V. 

1. And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on 
the throne a booh written within and on the backside, 
sealed with seven seals. 

2. And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud 
voice. Who is worthy to open the book, and to loose the 
seals thereof? 

3. And no man in heaven nor in earth, neither under 
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the earthy was able tQ open the booh, neither to look 
thereon. 

4. And I wept much, because no man was found 
worthy to open and to read the booh, nether to looh 
thereon. 

6. And one of the elders saith unto me. Weep not : 
beholdy the Lion of the tribe ofjtida, the Root ofDavid, 
hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven 
seeds thereof 

6. And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne 
and of the four living creatures, and in the midst of the 
elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven 
horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits ofOod 
sent forth into all the earth. 

Verse 6. The horn, emblem of power ; the eye, 
of Spirit : Christ is here represented in Hi& priestly 
and mediatorial character, filled with the Spirit. 
John i. 32 ; iii. 34 ; Luke iv. 14. 

Verses 5 and 6. As in the preceding chapter we 
saw the union of the regal and priestly character, in 
every individual of the church in heaven, so here 
we see the same union of the two characters in 
the person of Christ, set forth as in the preceding 
case, by the use of two distinct emblems ; for the 
apostle being informed that " The Lion of the 
tribe of Judah, the Root of David," had prevailed 
to open the book, he lifts up his eyes, and instead 
of beholding Him thus represented in His regal 
character, he beholds Him represented in His 
priestly character, as *' a Lamb that had been 
slain." 
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Verse 6. The plenitude of the Holy Spirit, 
signified by " the seven spirits of God," was given 
to Christ to send forth into " all " (the Churches 
of) " the earth." 

7. And he came and took the book out of the right 
Jiand of him that sat upon the throne. 

8. And when he had taken the book, the four living 
creatures and four and twenty elders fell down before 
the Lamb J having every one of them ha/tpSj and golden 
vials full of odours J which are the prayers of saints, 

9. And they sung a new song^ saying^ Tltou art 
worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: 

for thou wast slainy and hast redeemed us to God by 
thy blood out of every kindred^ andtongue^ andpeoplcj 
and nation ; 

10. And hast made us unto our God kings and 
priests : and we shall reign on the earth. 

Verse 10. ** We shall reign on the earth." 
The final object of this prophetic history of the 
kingdoms of the world is here set forth in this its 
preface ; namely, that the earth being subdued, 
and brought under the dominion of Christ by the 
judgments about to be described, He shall then 
reign upon it gloriously with all His saints. 

Of the future glorious reign of Christ with His 
saints upon earth, the Jewish theocracy, with the 
Shechinah manifested between tlie cherubim of 
glory in Solomon's temple, when God did indeed 
** dwell with man," was but a shadow, an anti- 
cipation, and a type. 
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Verse 8 — 10. The living creatures and elders 
are here proved to be the church in heaven. 

11. And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many 
angels round about the throne and the living creatures 
and the elders: and the number of them was ten 
thousand times ten thousand^ and thousands of thou- 
sands : 

12. Saying tmth a loud voice. Worthy is the Lamb 
that was slain to receive power, and riches, and 
wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and 
blessing. 

13. And every creature which is in heaven^ and an 
the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the 
sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying. Blessing, 
and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that 
sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever 
and ever. 

14. And the four living creatures said, Amen. And 
the four and twenty elders fell dovtm and worshipped 
him that livethfor ever and ever. 



CHAPTER VI. 



HISTORY OF THE WESTERN ROMAN EMPIRE, 
GIVEN IN THE VISION OF THE SEALS.— CHAP- 
TER VI. AND VII. 

JUDGMENTS UPON PAGANISM. Chap. tI., verses ] — 8. 

This chapter gives the Judgments upon Pa- 
ganism inflicted after the close of the Pagan 
persecutions, continues through the period of the 
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1260 years of the Papal mystery, and the com- 
pletion under it of the second body of martyrs ; 
gives the termination of it in the action of the 
sixth Seal, or earthquake, of the first French Re- 
volution, and intimates that the time for the 
opening of the seventh is arrived ; closing as it 
does with the wrath of the Lamb ; an indication 
that the Vials of Wraths the contents of which 
are those of the seventh Seal, are now to be 
poured out. The events of this period of the 
Vials, the judgments upon the papal kingdoms of 
the Roman empire, being given in the detailed 
history of them in Chap, xvi., are omitted in this 
place. 

The contents of the six Seals, are — 

First Seal. 

1. And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the 
Seals J and I heard^ as it were the noise of thunder^ one 
of the four living creatures saying^ Come and see. 

2. And I saw and behold a white horse ; and he that 
sat on him had a bow ; and a crottm was given unto 
him : and he went forth conquering and to conquer. 

The history of heathen Rome closes with 
Maxentius, who fell before the arms of Constan- 
tino in A. D. 812 ; and the cup of her iniquity being 
full, the course of judgments inflicted by God on 
the heathen persecutors of his Church begins. 

The symbol of the rider on the white horse. 
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chosen according to the universal figurative lan- 
guage of mankind, who customarily place their 
monarchs and heroes on horseback, represents 
here, Constantino the Greats the first Christian 
emperor, seated as Christ himself appears when 
he comes to rule the nations (chap, xix.), on a 
white horse, going forth conquering and to con- 
quer; a description apposite to one above all 
others, whose banner was the cross, bearing on it 
the words, " By this conquer ;" and who went 
forth under it to subdue the heathen persecutors 
of the Church. 

From the time of the accession of Constantino, 
the glory of imperial Rome declined ; he entered 
her as conqueror, and after brief stay, left her 
again for his armies, returning only twice during 
his long reign. He abolished the heathen worr 
ship, and established Christianity; gave a fatal 
blow to the dignity of senate and people, by 
disbanding the Praetorian guard, and added to the 
oppression of former emperors by converting the 
large exactions which hitherto had borne at least 
the appellation of a free tribute, into a perpetual 
tax. The decline of prosperity under this course 
of oppression was such, that within sixty years of 
the death of Constantino, 330,000 English acres, 
in the vicinity of Rome, were exempted from 
taxes, as having gone out of cultivation. 

The seat of empire was removed from Rome to 
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Constantinople! and the former was reduced to 
the position of a province,* 

Second Seal. 

d. And when he had opened the second sealj I heard 
the second living creature sayj Come and see. And 
there tpent out another horse that was red ; and power 
W€U given to him that sat thereon to take peace from 
the earthy and that they should kill one another ; and 
there was given unto him a great sword. 

The next period marked in the history of the 
Western Empire, is that during which Theodosius 
the Great reigned at Constantinople ; he is given 
as seated on a red horse, with a sword of venge- 
ance in his hand, and with power to take peace 
from the Roman earth; to this is added the 
peculiar feature, that they should kiU one another, 
altogether indicative of a course of violence and 
of intestine war. 

A glance at the 27th chapter of Gibbon will 
shew how perfect is the painting of the symbolic 
language. Theodosius succeeded to a murdered 
monarch; was called to Rome to defend the 
youthful emperor Valentinian, against Maxentius, 
the murderer of his brother, and himself emperor 
of an integral portion of the entire empire ; Max- 
entius, and his son Victor, were put to death; 
the young emperor was hardly established on his 

* Gibbon, chap. xiv. 18. 
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throne, preserved to him by Theodosius, greatly 
by means of troops enlisted from among the 
barbarian tribes — Huns, Alans, and Goths — when 
he was murdered by Arbogastes ; and the latter 
shortly after sought death by his own hand. 

Theodosius also rivals the fame of Constantino, 
as a benefactor of the Christians, and an instru- 
ment of judgment upon their adversaries. Sixty 
years, from the death of Constantino, the sub- 
version of the heathen worship was complete, the 
temples either closed or destroyed, and their con- 
secrated property confiscated. The ruin of Pa- 
ganism was so entire as to be described by their 
own writers as ^* a dreadful and amazing prodigy, 
which covered the earth vnth darkness, and 
restored the ancient dominion of chaos and 
night." * 

Third Seal. 

5. And when he had opened the third seal, I heard 
the third living creature say^ Come and see^ and I 
beheld^ and lo, a black horse : and he that sat on him 
had a pair of balances in his hand. 

6. And I heard a voice in the midst of the four 
living creatures say^ A measfire of wheat for a penny ^ 
and three measures of barley for a penny ; and see 
thou hurt not the oil and the wine* 

The image of a black horse, the rider still 

* Gibbon, chaps. 27, 28. 
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regal, the accompanimentSy the weighing and 
measuring of the necessaries of life, such as to 
convey the idea of scarcity during the period. 

To use the words of Gibbon, ^^ The genius of 
Rome expired with Theodosius," — the sun of her 
glory was set, and the darkness of adversity was 
over the land during the ignominious reign of his 
son and successor, Honorius ; mark the historical 
picture ; Italy was five times during this reign 
ravaged by barbarians; the ignoble monarch 
sought safety at Ravenna, leaving his capital to 
endure the extremity of suffering. During its 
first siege under Alaric, famine raged to such a 
height that all sustenance was vrithdrawn from 
the body of the people, and the nobles lavished 
their treasures to obtain that of the vilest kind ; 
the streets were heaped with dead bodies, and 
human flesh was eaten. 

The second time that Alaric appeared under the 
walls of Rome, having possessed himself of the 
port of Ostia which contained all their supplies of 
com, the city capitulated ; a third time she was 
taken, and sacked, her palaces burned, her noble 
maidens sold as slaves, and all her treasures csuv 
ried off. During four years occupation of Italy 
by Alaric, each common soldier of his army 
" claimed an ample portion of the com^ cattle, (w7, 
and tvinej' of the conquered nation. The wealth 
carried off from the country was found by various 
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proofs to have been enormous, and the provinces 
of Campania, Tuscany and others were so de- 
spoiled, as to make an immunity from taxes ne- 
cessary to their recovery after the retirement of 
the barbarians. 

As if to give greater prominence to the period 
marked out by the prophetic historian, within seven 
years of this depth of calamity, the country was 
so completely recovered, that " all vestiges of the 
Gothic invasion were obliterated, and Rome re- 
appeared in splendour and tranquillity/' * 

Fourth Seal. 

7. And when he had opened the fourth sealj I heard 
the voice of the fourth living creature say^ Come and 
see. 

8. And I tookedy and beheld a pale horse ; and his 
name that sat upon him was Death, and Hell followed 
with him. And power was given unto them over the 
fourth part of the earth, to kill uHth swofd, and tmth 
hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the 
earth. 

Gives again an individual rider on a horse, the 
reign of a single monarch ; the colour and accom- 
paniments betokening woe of every kind. 

Gibbon, the ever efficient and most unques^ 
tionable of illustrators, supplies the ample detail. 

At the beginning of the reign of Justinian the 
Great, over the Eastern empire, Italy had been 

* 6ibb<m» chaps. 30,31. 
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for some time subject to the barbarians ; Rome 
was retaken for Justinian by Belisarius in 636, 
sustained a siege of a year by the Goths, during 
which eyery calamity attendant upon famine was 
endured, but it was not retaken : Belisarius was 
shortly in possession of all Italy, with the excep- 
tion of Ravenna, which remained to the Gotlis. 

The revolt of Narses, who put himself at the 
head of the Heruli and took Milan, was the next 
calamity, quickly followed by the invasion of the 
North of Italy by the Franks, under Theodebert, 
who attacked both Romans and Goths. 

By the year 539 Belisarius was again master 
of all Italy, including Ravenna, and was then re- 
called by Justinian. 

The two succeeding years, during which his ab- 
sence was supplied by a succession of Roman 
genexals. were years of such oppression to the 
Romans that, driven to extremity, they implored 
relief from Totila, the Gothic King, and Italy 
was again overrun by barbarians. The siege of 
Rome itself at this period again subjected the in- 
habitants to the severity of famine, grass and 
every kind of vermin being consumed as food. 
The city was, notwithstanding the efforts of Beli- 
sarius to succour it, taken and subjected to pil- 
lage. 

it was next retaken by Belisarius, and the keys 
a second time sent to Justinian, under whose op- 
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pressive exactions the country suffered for a 
period ; and in 649 Rome was retaken hj Totila. 
It was recovered by Narses in 552, and Totila 
slain. 

The following year saw the whole country 
again overrun by Franks and Alemanni, and 
cruelly pillaged. Finally the barbarians were 
subdued, and expelled by Narses in 554, and, pre- 
vious to the death of Justinian, Italy entered 
upon a course of comparative tranquillity under 
the Exarchs of Ravenna. 

By the end of the fourth campaign of Beli- 
sarius such had been the sufferings of the lower 
class, that it was estimated that 50,000 labourers 
had died of hunger ; and if the authority of Pro- 
copius is to be taken, it would swell the loss of 
life above the total sum of the present inhabitants 
of Italy. 

In the 16th year of Justinian, Africa and Eu- 
rope were visited by a plague which was not 
eradicated for fifty-two years, and in several dis- 
tricts of Italy the harvests were left to wither on 
the ground for want of hands to gather them.. To 
use the words of Gibbon — " The triple scourge of 
war, pestilence^ and/amine^ afflicted the subjects of 
Justinian^ and his reign is disgraced by a visible 
decrease of the human species, which has never been 
repaired in some of the fairest countries of the 
globe.'' Following Prpcopious, he seems to admit 
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the estimate of one hundred millions. The name 
of him that sat on the horse was Death ! * 

In the reign of Justinian was issued the edict, 
which gave to the Bishop of Rome power over 
heretics, the beginning of the mystery of the 1260 
years of papal tyranny, when the saints were de- 
livered into the hands of the little horn. (Dan. 
vii. 25.) 

Fifth Seal. 

JUDGMENTS UPON POPERY. 
Chap. yi. ver. 9 to the end. 

9. And when he had opened the Jifth sealj I saw 
under the altar the souls of them i/iat were slain for 
the word of Gody and for the testimony which they 
held : 

10. And they cried taith a loud voice, saying, How 
long, O Lord, holy and trtie, dost thou not judge and 
avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth ? 

1 1 . And white robes were given unto every one of 
them ; and it was said unto them, that they should 
rest yet for a little season, until their fellow servants 
also and their brethren^ that should be killed as they 
were, should be fulfilled. 

The judgments upon the Western Roman Em-* 
pire» sent in vengeance upon the heathen perse* 
outers of the Church, having terminated under the 
last Seal, the reign of Justinian, the souls of the 
martyrs, who had fallen during the period of pa* 

"^^ Gibbon, chaps. 41, 43« 
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ganism are represented as inquiring concerning 
the consummation of judgment and final issue in 
the promised reign of Christ and of themselves. 
They are told that they have yet to wait, till that 
mysterious period shall have elapsed during which, 
under another tyranny, another faithful body of 
martyrs shall have been completed, when the 
course of judgments shall be resumed. 

As regards the historical events of the Roman 
earth during this period, the prophetic voice is 
silent, pointing only to the end, the vindication 
by Christ of the cause of his saints. 

The 1260yeaii8 of the Papal Mystery thus alluded 
to begin with the decree of Justinian issued in 
the year 583, which delivered over all dissentients 
from the authoritative teaching of the Roman 
Church to the power of the secular arm, and opened 
the way for the bloody career of that Church. 

1260 years, reckoned from this date, brings us 
to the great period in the history of the Western 
Roman Empire, the French Revolution, which 
constitutes the earthquake of the next Seal. 

Sixth Seal. 

12. And I beheld when he had opened the sixth sealy 
andy I09 there was a great earthquake : and the sun 
became black as sackcloth of hair^ and the moon be- 
came as blood : 

13. And the stars of heaven fell unto the earthy even 
as a Jig tree casteth her untimely JigSj when she is 
shaken of a mighty wind. 
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14. And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is 
rolled together ; and every mountain and island were 
moved out of their places* 

15. And the kings of the earth, and the great men, 
and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty 
men, and every bondman, and every freeman, hid them- 
selves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains ; 

16. And said to the mountains and rocks. Fall on 
us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the 
ihron 9 and from the wrath of the Lamb ; 

17. For the great day of his wrath is come; and 
who shall be able to stand ? 

A great earthquake^ or shaking of the body of 
the people, the foundation of the political edi- 
fice; — ^a great popular revolution, in which the 
sun, the principal potentate of the Roman earth, 
is obscured ; and the moon, the female emblem, 
spouse of the sun, tinged with blood ; the stars, 
the inferior dignitaries, are shaken to the earth, 
the heaven which contains them, or whole body 
politic, is rolled up and removed, and the moun- 
tains and islands, or political institutions, are ; not 
as will be found in a subsequent earthquake, so 
removed as to be ** no more found," but moved 
out of their places. 

The emblems are to be read of the dethrone- 
ment of the King of France, and execution of 
himself and his queen, the terror and flight of the 
principal nobility, and establishment of Demo- 
cracy in 1792* 
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Verses 15, 16, and 17, give the allusion which 
enables us to ascertain the beginning of the reign 
of wrath at this period, and consequently that the 
events immediately following upon this establish- 
ment of Democracy will be those given in the 
detailed history of the Vials of Wrath. Chapter 
xvi. 

The reference to this earthquake of the sixth 
Seal in the Church History of chapter xi. verse 
13, at the same moment when the close of 
the sixth Trumpet, and immediate occurrence of 
the seventh is announced, ascertains the simul- 
taneous action of the last Seal and last Trumpet ; 
the reign of wrath forming there the matter of 
the seventh Trumpet, as it does here of the 
seventh Seal. 

The parallel period of Church History is also 
ascertained by the union of Seal, Trumpet, and 
Vials, in this latter portion of the chapter.* 

The conclusion of the history of the reign of 
wrath is found in the supplementary history of 
the seventh Vial, chap, xix, where Christ is repre- 
sented as reigning, *^ having on his head many 
crowns," — the crowns which till the close of the 
sixth Seal, and that of the 1260 years of papal 
domination, had been on the heads of the papal 
Roman Beast ; and as treading the winepress of 
the wrath of God. 

'*' Chap. xi. verse 15 to end. 
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The treading of the winepress is also found in 
the contemporaiy Church History in detail of chap* 
xiv. 

In the opening of the seven Seals, the sounding 
of seven Trumpets, and the inclusion in the last 
of both these, of the action of the seven Vials, 
the taking of the city, the mystic Babylon, the 
antagonist of Jerusalem, is completed ; and the 
antitjrpe found to the taking of the ancient 
Jericho, the ** city of unbelief, encompassed seven 
times, and seven times on the seventh day. 

As the taking of the city of Jericho was the 
act initiatory to the entering of the Jewish nation 
upon that partial and temporary occupation of the 
promised land, which was typical of the full and 
enduring one which is to form the consumma- 
tion of the promises ; so the judgments on, and 
downfall of, the mystic city Babylon, the adver- 
sary of the true Israelites, the Church of the firsts 
born, (Heb. xii.) is to precede the second and 
final bringing in, and acceptance of the Jewish 
people made perfect in Christ; the intimation 
of this consummation is given in the mention 
made of the opening of the Holy of H(^ies, (chap. 
.xi«,) in connection with the events of the seventh 
Vial ; the fact of the ark of the testament being 
seen, ascertaining the opening of the Holy of 
Holies ; this opening took place on one day only 
of the year, the day of atonement, and on this 
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day, at the conclusion of each Jubilean period, all 
forfeited land was restored to its original pos- 
sessor, as t3^ical of the final and complete restora- 
tion of the Jews to their own land at the expiration' 
of the times of the Gentiles. 



OHAPTEB VIL 



PREFACE TO THE VIALS OF WRATH, IN THE 
PRESERVATION OF THE PROTESTANT NATION 
THEREFROM-^Chapter vii. 1—8. 

The sixth chapter, after giving the contents of 
six Seals, closed with an intimation that the time 
for the opening of the seventh was arrived. 

The seventh continues in direct chronological 
order from the events of the sixth, and extends 
to the close of the history of the Western 
Roman Empire, ending, as it does, with a vision 
of the eternal state ; and with one of those texts 
which ascertain the conclusion of the apocalyptic 
history: "And God shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes." It is, consistently with the chap- 
ter which has gone before, a civil history, but 
bears an evident allusion to the concerns of the 
Church, and as evidently does not contain histo- 
rical events, 

1. And after these ihmgs I$nwf<ntif angels ^tandtag 
im ihefwjur cwnets of the earthyboiding thefmr winds of 
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the earthy that the wind should not blow on the earth, 
nor on the eeoy nor on any tree, 

2. And I saw another angel ascending from the 
east, having the seal of the living God : and he cried 
with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was 
given to hurt the earth and the seoj 

3. Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor 
the trees, till we have sealed the servants of ow God 
in their foreheads, 

4. And I heard the number of them which were 
sealed : and there were sealed an hundred and forty 
and four thousand of all the tribes of the children of 
Israel, 

5. Of the tribe of Juda were sealed twelve thou- 
sand. Of the tribe of Reuben were sealed twelve thou- 
sand. Of the tribe of Gad were sealed twelve thou- 
sand* 

6. Of the tribe of Aser were sealed twelve thousand. 
Of the tribe of Nepthalim were sealed twelve thousand. 
Of the tribe of Manasses were sealed twelve thousand, 

7. Of the tribe of Simeon were sealed twelve thou- 
sand. Of the tribe of Levi were sealed twelve thousand. 
Of the tribe of Is8€u:har were sealed twelve thousand, 

8. Of the tribe of Zabulon were sealed twelve thou-^ 
sand. Of the tribe of Joseph were sealed twelve thou- 
sand* Of the tribe of Benjamin were sealed twelve 
thousand. 

The Revelation being, doubtless, given for the 
instruction and encouragement of the Church, 
and this more especially under the trial of those 
last days of vengeance in which is filled up the 
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wrath of God, and during which, " who shall be 
able to stand?" it would appear necessary that 
the history of the events of those days should be 
so given, as to enable her to ascertain her own 
position with respect to them. The figure under 
which she is found in the great Christian pro- 
phecy, is, consistently with the other figures 
which are there made use of, adopted from the 
old Jewish dispensation ; the peculiar people of 
the Christian dispensation are represented as 
elect out of the surrounding Gentile or idolatrous 
Papal nations, 144,000 from out of all the tribes 
of the chosen people Israel ; a sacred number^ 
a square or perfect number being employed to in- 
dicate that they are an elect or chosen people ; un- 
der this figure the Church appears in the chapters 
which are especially given to her history, and the 
allusion which is necessary to connect this history 
with that of the civil Roman Empire, is given in 
the chapter before us, by the enumeration of this 
144,000 immediately after the earthquake of the 
French Revolution or sixth Seal; and before 
any detail of the judgments of the seventh ; 
and the state of safety of the peculiar people 
is intimated by the act of sealing of verses 1 — 3. 
The history being still civil, it is the temporal 
state of the chosen people that is here ascertained, 
and the perfectness of the number may be taken 
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as indicative of its being an elect nation or king'- 
dom that is spoken of. 

The whole prophecy comprising the history of 
the fourth Beast and fourth part of the image of 
Daniel only, this nation must be a constituent 
part of that empire, one of the ten horns of 
the Beast, one of the ten toes of the image; 
it must also possess the characteristics indica- 
tive of a people chosen of God, distinguished as 
the Jews of old, in that to them are committed 
the oracles of God — ^the word of his scripture — 
his doctrine m its purity ; and it must likewise be 
found in a state of security, implying divine pro- 
tection at the period of history under considera- 
tion, namely, during the infliction of the judg- 
ments of the seven Vials on the Papal countries 
of the empire. 

It must be remembered that the judgments 
were suspended during the time of the mystery 
of Babylon the Great, the time of the mysterious 
toleration of her tyranny, till the second body of 
martyrs should be slain as they were, (chap. vi. 
11,) that when this shall have been accomplished. 
Timet ^ t^^ tini© of th^ suffering state of the 
Church, or 1260 days shall be no longer, (x. 6,) 
but in the days of the seventh angel, when he 
shall begin to sound, the mystery of God shall be 
finished (x. 7) ; the suspension of judgment shall 
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cease, the power of persecution shall be taken 
away, the triumphant reign of Rome shall be at 
an end ; and then shall begin to be poured out 
those inflictions which shall continue even to the 
consummation in the oveTwhelming judgments of 
the seventh and closing Vial; thus on Papal 
countries must be the judgments, and for a coun- 
try whose history is marked by its rejection of 
their errors must the image of the sealed number 
be designed. 

The mention of the 144,000 is one of the great 
parallel passages which mark the relative periods 
of the three histories ; it occurs three times, and 
from the descriptive features of each separate 
mention of them must be ascertained the nation 
in the world's history to which they may with 
most propriety be applied : the second mention of 
the number is found in the fourteenth chapter, 
which follows chronologically upon the history 
and close of tbe reign of Romanism contained 
in the thirteenth, and the chapter being part of 
the Church history, they are there described as 
standing on Mount Sion, and singing, aa it were, 
a new song which w> man could learn save those 
who were redeemed from the (Roman) earth, and 
as being pure in their worship, or free from the 
guilt always in prophetic langiaage figurative of 
idolatry (xiv. 4). 

The oneness of the nation being ascertained by 
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the enumeration of the twelve tribes, there fol- 
lows the flight of the angel with the everlasting 
Gospel, to be preached, not only to those who 
dwell on the (Roman) earth, but to every nation 
and tongue, and people, a spread of scripture 
knowledge emanating from this nation (xiv. 6) ; 
then is sent forth the cry prophetic of the fall of 
the mystic Babylon, sent forth according to the 
manner of the ancient prophets before the oc- 
currence of the event ; (see Isaiah xxi. 9, Jere- 
miah 1. 2, and li. 8 ;) to be taken therefore as an 
indication of a spirit of prophecy or prophetic 
study among the nation figured (xiv. 8) ; and on 
this follows the adjuration given against the 
worship of the Beast and his image, and a denun- 
ciation of judgments upon those who continue in 
the communion thus typified : the works here as- 
signed to the symbolical Israelitisb nation being 
all eminently indicative of a Protestant nation. 

The third mention is in chapter fifteen, which 
chapter forms the preface to the actual pouring 
out of the Vials; they are there described as 
having the harps of God, and as having gotten the 
victory over the Beast and his image ; the body 
being thus identified with that of chapter fourteen, 
though the number is not here repeated. 

The identification is completed by their singing 
to their harps a new song, or the song of Moses 
and the Lamb ; but this chapter being again part 
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of a civil history, the standing on Mount Sion, 
characteristic in the last, of Church History, is 
changed for an image descriptive of a state of 
national tranquillity : they stand on a sea of glass ; 
the sea always figurative of the body of the 
people, is given as in the clearness of repose ; the 
fire with which it is mingled may be taken as in- 
dicating vengeance inflicted on an enemy. Stand- 
ing on this sea, and identified, as has been seen, 
with the 144,000 of chapter seven, sealed at the 
period of the French Revolution, they give glory 
to God, and celebrate the judgments that are 
made manifest (xv. 4.) 

The application of these descriptive features to 
the history of one entire nation alone, will be 
more apparent when the contents of the Vials as 
being poured out on the continental and Papal 
nations shall have been ascertained. 

The same body may be found a fourth time 
in the corresponding historical position in the de- 
tailed Church History of the eleventh chapter, where 
immediately between the reference to the earth- 
quake of the French Revolution and the sound- 
ing of the seventh Trumpet, which is synonymous 
with the Vials of Wrath, they are spoken of as 
the remnant who are afirighted, and give glory to 
the God of heaven. 

To those who remember the early dawn of the 
French Revolution of '92, the echo which the 
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first sounds of the voice of liberty awakened from 
among the intellect of our country, the encou- 
ragement which went forth from thence to the 
first efforts made in France at emancipation from 
the tyranny both political and ecclesiastical which 
then prevailed, and the sudden check which this 
sympathy received when the spirit of democracy 
and idfidelity had fiirther developed themselvejs, 
and the more discerning eye of Mr. Burke, dis- 
tinguishing the real nature of the movement, he, 
by his celebrated pamphlet,** called upon his own 
country to pause, ere she lent her hand to such a 
cause; to such as have recognised the charac- 
teristics of that period of our history, will the ap- 
propriation of the term and the strength and 
truth of the prophetic expression hardly fail to 
approve themselves : " The remnant were af- 
frighted, and give glory to the God of heaven." 

9. After this I beheld^ andj lo, a great multitudej 
which no man could number^ of all nations, and kin- 
dreds^ and people, and tongues^ stood before the throne, 
and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and 
palms in their hands ; 

10. And cried unth a hud voice, saying. Salvation 
to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and 'wrdo the 
Lamb. 

1 1. And all the angels stood round about the throne, 

* Reflections on the Revolution in France, Burke's works, 
vol. V. 
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and about the elders and the four living creatures, and 
fell before the throne on their faces, and worshipped God. 

12. Saying^Amen : Blessing, andglort/j and wisdom^ 
and thanksgimng, and honour, and power, and might, 
be unto our God for ever and $ver. Amen. 

13. And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, 
What are these which are arrayed in white robes f and 
whence came they ? 

14. And I said unto him. Sir, thou knowest. And 
he said to me. These are they which came out of great 
tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

16. Therefore are they before the throne of God, and 
serve hin day and night in his temple: and he that 
sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them. 

16. ney shall hwnger no more, neither thirst any 
more ; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. 

17. For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne 
shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living foun^ 
tains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes. 

After the enumeration of the 144,000, the 
chapter proceeds with a vision of the heavenly 
and eternal state, the continuation of it to the end 
of time being ascertained by the employment of 
the concluding text contained in the last verse : 
** And God shall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes^ 
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CHAPTER Vin. 

HISTORY OF THE WESTERN ROMAN EMPIRE CON- 
TAINED IN THE VISION OF THE SEVEN TRUM- 
PETS. — Chapters viii. ix. and x. to verse 7. 

Preface to History op Eastern Empire. — Chapter viii. 

to verse 6. 

!• And when he had opened the seventh aedl^ there 
was silence in heaven about the space of half an hour, 

2. And I saw the seven angeU which stood before 
God; and to them were given seven trumpets. 

3. And another angel came and stood at the altar 9 
having a golden censer; and there was given unto 
him much incense^ that he should offer it with the 
prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which was 
before the throne. 

4. And the smoke of the incense^ which came with 
the prayers of the saints^ ascended up before God out 
of the angers hand. 

5. And the angel tooh the censer^ and filled it with 
fire of the altar, and cast it into the earth : and there 
were voices^ and thunderings, and lightnings^ and an 
earthquake. 

Verses from one to six of this chapter consti- 
tute a prefitce to the following history of the 
Eastern Roman Empire contained in the vision 
of the Trumpets, giving a rapid glance over the 
whole period from the invocation of judgment 
to the consequent infliction of it ; the standing 
of the seven angels before God, indicates that 
they are synonymous with the cherubim, as being, 
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like them, members of the Church in heaven; 
and this prefatory heavenly vision, in accordance 
with the general scope of the Revelation, exhibits 
the infliction of judgment in the fulness of time, 
in vindication and in answer to the prayers of 
the martyred saints in heaven; the incense or 
prayers of saints bringing down the second earth- 
quake here, as the first earthquake of the French 
Revolution of 1792, and subsequent series of 
judgments, is brought down by the cry of the 
souls beneath the altar, of chapter six, verse nine. 

This form of communication is in accordance 
with the customs of men, who are wont to set 
forth in the preface or introduction to a work, its 
moral object and result, or terminating event ; as, 
for instance. Gibbon's " Decline and Fall of the 
Roman Empire," so, in this preface to the history 
of the Eastern Roman Empire, it is set forth that 
it consists of the narrative of successive judg- 
ments to be brought upon the empire in vindica- 
tion of the cause of the martyred saints, and that 
it ends with the destruction thereof by the great 
earthquake or popular revolution of the seventh 
Vial. 

There are three mentions of this second and 
final earthquake, identified by the description of 
the accompaniment of voices, thunderings, and 
lightnings. The first in the chapter before us, 
where it is spoken of simply as an earthquake ; 

8 
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the second at the end of the eleventh chapter, 
where it is thrown as a connecting link into the 
Church History, of which that chapter forms a 
part, and where it stands as the concluding event 
of the history of the reign of wrath ; the descrip- 
tion of it is there strengthened by the additional 
accompaniment of great hail. 

The third is in the description of the actual 
pouring out of the seventh Vial in chapter sixteen, 
where it is given in its fiill force, with the light- 
enings, thunderings, and voices, ** an earthquake 
such as was not since men were upon the earth, 
so mighty an earthquake and so great," and with 
*' a great hail out of heaven, every stone about the 
weight of a talent." 

A point of distinction between this great earth- 
quake, or great popular revolution of the seventh 
Vial, and that of the sixth Seal, or French revo- 
lution of 1792, is, that in the latter the mountains 
and hills, or existing political institutions, are 
only moved out of their plqices, or disturbed for 
a period; whereas in the closing judgment, the 
islands and mountains flee away, and are no more 
found, implying that established institutions are 
removed for ever. 

The prefatory sketch of the whole Trumpet 
history being thus concluded, verse six prepares 
for the communication of their individual histo- 
rical contents. 
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6. 4nd the seven angels which had the seven trumpets 
prepared themselves to sound. 

The Roman empire having at the death of 
Constantine been divided into three parts, the 
judgments on the eastern portion of it are given 
as being inflicted on the third part of (the) men 
(of the Roman earth). As in the previous vision 
of the seals, the historical events of its six first 
periods were given, and then an indication that 
the time of the seventh was arrived, by the allu- 
sion made to the reign of wrath ; so, in the trum- 
pet vision under consideration, six trumpets 
sound, and allusion is then made to the seven 
vials of wrath, which vials constitute equally the 
contents of the seventh Seal and seventh Trumpet. 
The form of the allusion is the sounding of seven 
thunders, or voices of the church in heaven, which 
communicate to the apostle the events of the 
seven Vials. The contents of these thunders, like 
those of the seventh Seal, are not given, and for 
the same reason, namely, that they are detailed 
in the history of the Vials in chapter st?:teen. 

The action of the sixth Trumpet closeth with 
that of the sixth Seal, which constitutes the earth- 
quake, or popular convulsion of 1792, (see chap- 
ter vi. 12,) and chapter xi. 13 and 14, where 
the closing of the second woe Trumpet, and the 
beginning of the third, are distinctly ascertained. 
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Verses 7, to the end of the chapter, contain the 
judgments upon Paganism. 

First Trumpet. 

7. ThefirsA angel sounded^ and there followed hail 
and fire mingled with bloody and they were cast upon 
the earth : and the third part of trees was burnt upy 
and all green grass was burnt up. 

Hail and fire, mingled with blood, are cast 
upon the (Roman) earth, and the third part of 
green things is stricken. The emblem of hail 
mingled with blood, designates armies from the 
north, or region of hail. At the first irruption 
of the Goths into the Eastern empire, everj 
thing politically green and flourishing was 
stricken. 

In the year 377, the emperor Valens found 
united against him, the Hans, Alans, Goths, and 
other barbarians : they ravaged from the Danube 
to the Hellespont, the confines of Thrace, and the 
Adriatic, desolated the provinces; destroyed at 
Adrianople two-thirds of the Roman army, and 
put the emperor to a cruel death; a barbarian 
chief was there heard to declare that " he was 
fatigued with slaughter." The spirit of the Ro- 
mans was completely depressed, till, by the wisdom 
of the great Theodosius, the career of the barba- 
rians was checked; and in the year 328, he 
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obliged them to enter into terms of peace, and 
restored the fortunes of the Eastern Empire.* 

Second Trumpet. 

8. And the second angel soundedj and as it were a 
great mountain burning with fire was cast into the sea : 
and the third part of the sea became blood ; 

9. And the third part of the creatures which were 
in the sea^ and had life, died ; and the third part of 
the ships were destroyed. 

A mountain burning \7ith fire is cast into the 
sea, or body of the people, and a third part of it 
becomes blood. 

The emperor Theodosius was succeeded in 395 
by Arcadius, and before the end of the year the 
Goths, under Alaric, were again in arms; they 
spread themselves from the Danube to Constanti- 
nople, traversed Macedonia and Tbessaly, and 
deluged the fertile fields of Fhocia and Boeotia. 
The traces of their march were not efiaced for 
years ; the whole country of Attica — to use the 
words of Gibbon — " was blasted by the baleful 
presence of Alaric," and " Athens itself resembled 
the bleeding and empty skin of a slaughtered 
victim." Corinth, Argos, and Sparta were pillaged 
and burned, and their inhabitants slain or carried 
into captivity. Finally, notwithstanding the efforts 
of Stilicho the Roman general, Alaric made him- 

* Gibbon^ chap. 26. 
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self master of Epirus ; an ignominious peace was 
at last entered into between Arcadius and Alaric, 
and the country shortly after obtained rest, the 
barbarian chief turning his arms against the 
Western Empire, a.d. 400.* 

Third Teumpbt. 

10. And the third angel 80f*ndedf and there fell a 
great star from heaven^ burning as it were a lamp^ and 
it fell upon the third part of the rivers^ and upon the 
fountains of waters ; 

11. And the name of the star is called Wormwood: 
and the third part of the waters became wormwood ; 
and many men died of the waters, because they were 
made bitter, 

A star burning like a lamp, falls from heaven, 
upon the third part of the rivers and fountains of 
waters, and the waters are made bitter. 

A star is an individual, (see Chapter i. 20,) and 
rivers and fountains of waters, are the emblem 
used for the body of the priesthood, the fountains 
of spiritual life. The corrupting of the waters of 
life signifies heresy ; the great heresiarch Nesto- 
rius who acquired the appellation of ^* the in« 
cendiary," is well designated by the emblem of a 
flaming star falling from heaven upon the rivers 
and fountains. 

A description of the growth of superstition and 

* Gibbon^ chap. 30. 
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general corruption, both as to doctrine and man- 
ners of the Roman empire at this period, and the 
deplorable contentions and acts of violence origi- 
nating in the Nestorian controversy, will be found 
in the second volume of Mosheim's Ecclesiastical 
History. 

Fourth Trumpet. 

12. And the fourth angel sounded, and the third 
part of the sun was smitten, and the third part of the 
moon, and the third part of the stars ; so as the third 
part of them was darkened, and the day shone not for 
a third part of it, and the night likewise. 

The plague again falls upon the third part of 
men, and the splendour of the potentates of the 
earth is obscured. 

The lowest state of the Roman empire as ex- 
isting in the east, is here figured, and a ftiU de- 
scription of it is given by Gibbon. 

In 602, the emperor Maurice was deposed in 
favour of the tyrant Phocas ; he in his turn was 
put to death by Heraclius, immediately after 
whose accession the empire was invaded by Chos- 
roes, king of Persia, and the provinces of Syria, 
Palestine, Egypt, and Asia, conquered. The 
Avars ravaged the northern parts from Istria to 
Thrace, and the empire was reduced to the walls 
of Constantinople, with the remnant of Greece, 
Italy, and Africa, and some maritime cities of 
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Asia. Constantinople itself suffered from famine 
and pestilence, and the emperor was only deterred 
by the remonstrances of the patriarch, from trans- 
ferring the government to Carthage. The sub- 
mission of the entire empire was commuted by 
Chosroes for the tribute of one thousand talents 
of gold, one thousand of silver, one thousand silk 
robes, one thousand horses, one thousand virgins ; 
which conditions Heraclius was forced to sub- 
scribe. 

By the year 628, Heraclius had so completely 
succeeded in recovering the empire from this ex- 
treme point of degradation, that the Roman mo- 
narchy had returned to its former limits.* 



The three following trumpets are designated 
as woe Trumpets, and embrace the duration of 
the Mahometan power. 

13. And I beheldj and heard an angd flying through 
the midat of heaven^ saying with a loud voice, Woe, tvoe^ 
woe, to the inhabitera of the earth by reason of the 
other voices of the trumpet of the three angels^ which 
are yet to sound! 

* GibboD> chap. 46. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

CONTAINS JUDGMENTS UPON THE HERETICAL 
AND IDOLATROUS EASTERN ROMAN EMPIRE. 

1. And the fifth angel sounded^ and I saw a star 
fall from heaven unto the earth : and to him was given 
the key of the bottomless pit. 

2. And he opened the bottomless pit ; and there arose 
a smoke out of the pity as the smoke of a great furnace ; 
and the sun and the air were darkened by reason of the 
smoke of the pit. 

3. And there came out of the smoke locusts upon the 
earth : and unto them was given power ^ as the scorpions 
of the earth have power. 

4. And it was commanded them that they should not 
hurt the grass of the earthy neither any green thing, 
neither any tree ; but only those men which have not 
the seal of God in their foreheads. 

B. And to them it was given that they should not 
kill themj but that they should be tormentedfive months : 
and their torment was as the torment of a scorpion, 
when he striketh a man. 

6. And in those'jdays shall men seek death, and shall 
not find it ; and shall desire to die, and death shall fiee 
from them. 

7. And the shapes of the locusts were like unto horses 
prepared unto battle: and on their heads were as it 
were crowns like gold, and their faces were as the faces 
of men. 

8. And they had hair as the hairofwomen^ and their 
teeth were as the teeth of lions. 
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9. And they had breastplates^ as it were breastplates 
of iron; and the sound of their wings was as the sound 
of chariots of many horses running to battle. 

10« And they had tails like unto scorpions^ and there 
were stings in their tails: and their power was to hurt 
men five months. 

11. And they had a king over them^ which is the 
angel of the bottomless pity whose name in the Hebrew 
tongue is Abaddon^ but in the Greek tongue hath his 
name Apollyon. 

The Fifth, or First Woe Trumpet, 

Begins with the irruption of the Saracens into 
the territories of the eastern Roman empire, in 
632, the figure of locusts being used to designate 
armies from the east, or country of locusts. 

The sting in the tail is the emblem of false 
doctrine, ** the prophet that speaketh lies, he is 
the tail;"* and the torment that is here de- 
scribed f falling short of death, or destruction of 
empire, which the judgment of the next woe will 
be found to inflict, signifies the exaction of tri- 
bute by the Saracens. 

The action of this trumpet endures five months 
of years, beginning with the first irruption of the 
Saracens into the Roman empire, in 632, and 
ending in 782, when the caliph, Haroun Al 
Raschid, imposed the first annual tribute of 

* Isaiah ix. 15. f^ Verse 5. 
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70,000 dinars of gold upon the Romans under 
Irene. 

Verse 1. The star, again an individual apostate 
from the faith, points to Sergius, a Nestorian 
monk, who assisted Mahomet in his impostures. 

Verse 11. The Saracenic " King," the angel of 
the bottomless pit, whence proceed the doctrine^ 
of both Mahometanism and infidelity, is Mahomet; 
the Mahometan little horn of Daniel viii. verse 9, 
to whom a host was given " by reason of trans- 
gression," by reason of the decline of Christianity 
in the Eastern Empire. 

Dr. Mosheim thus sums up the account of the 
corruption of doctrine and practice in this age : 
" Religion lay expiring under a motley and enor- 
mous heap of superstitious inventions. The 
Christians of this century seemed, by their super- 
stitious doctrine, to exclude from the kingdom of 
heaven, such as had not contributed by their 
offerings to augment the riches of the clergy or 
the Church, and to place the whole of religion in 
external rites and bodily exercises ; the two great 
and irresistible arguments against all doubts, were 
the authority of the Church and the working of 
miracles; and the production of these prodigies 
required no extraordinary degree of dexterity in 
an age of such gross and universal ignorance." * 

The character of the period is also thus given 
I' Mosheim' s Eccles. Hist, 7th Cent. 
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by the unbiassed pen of a modern historian and 
philosopher : 

" Le Christianisme sorti de sa simplicite primi- 
tive, etoit devenu une doctrine trop composee 
pour ne pas se denaturer dans les esprits des 
orientaux, aussi du cinquieme au sixieme si^cle 
TAsie se meprenant constamment sur la plupart 
des symboles catholiques, les interpr^te dans le 
sens de son Paganisme indigene. L'Orient bap- 
tist menace de rentrer presque aussitot dans son 
ancien systeme auquel il donne seulement un 
nom nouveau. Mahomet voit le danger, et il 
delivre pour jamais le monde de ce Panth^isme 
Materialiste qui renaissait de toutes parts sous la 
forme des heresies du Christianisme Asiatique." * 

The Sixth Trumpet. 

12. One woe ie past ; and^ behold, there come two 
woes more hereafter. 

13. And the sixth angel sounded^ and I heard a voice 
from the four horns of the golden altar which is before 
God, 

14f. Saying to the siwth angel which had the trumpet ^ 
Loose the four angels which are bound in the great river 
Euphrates. 

16. And the four angels were loosed^ which were pre- 
pared for an hour^ and a day, and a month, and a 
year, for to slay the third part of men. 

* Quinet — " Le Christianisme et la Revolution Fran^aise," 
p. 135. 
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16. And the number of the army of the horsemen 
were two hundred thousand thousand: and I heard 
the number of them, 

17. And thus I saw the horses in the vision^ and them 
that sat on them, having breastplates ofjire^ and of ja- 
cinth, and brimstone : and (he heads of the horses were 
as the heads of lions ; and out of their mouths issued 
fire and smoke and brimstone. 

18. By these three was the third part of men killed^ 
by the Jire^ and by the smoke^ and by the brimstone 
which issued out of their mouths, 

19. For their power is in their mouthy and in their 
tails : for their tails were like unto serpents^ and had 
heads^ and with them they do hurt^ 

20. And the rest of the men which were not killed by 
these plagues yet repented not of the works of their 
hands, that they should not worship devils^ and idols of 
gold^ and silver^ and brass, and stone^ and of wood ; 
which neither can see^ nor hear, nor walk : 

21. Neither repented they of their murders^ nor of 
their sorceries, nor of their fornication, nor of their 
thefts. 

The sixth Trumpet begins with a preparation 
of an hour, a day, a month, and a year, or 391 
years, for the destructive judgment which is to 
annihilate the eastern Roman Empire; the cup of 
their iniquity being full. Mosheim's description 
of the state of Christianity among the Greeks, at 
this period, is, that " the substance of religion was 
lost among the people." 

The house of Seljuk, (Turkmans, whose king- 
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dom was subsequently divided into four parts,) 
obtained the supremacy at Bagdad, the seat of 
the Saracenic Caliphate, in the person of Togrul 
and his son Alp-Arslan, who succeeded in 1063. 
The period between that and the taking of Con- 
stantinople in 1453, being that of the ^ hour, day, 
month, and year," which is to intervene before 
the final destruction of the third part of (the) 
men (of the Roman earth). 

Verses 17, 18. Gunpowder was first coming 
into use in the east, at the time of the taking of 
Constantinople, and cannon were cast expressly 
for the siege. 

Verse 19. Allusion is again made to the false 
doctrine of the Mahometan power. 

Verse 20. Is one of those notices which are 
thrown across into contemporary history, marking 
the periods of coincidence. " The rest of the 
men " of the Roman earth are here brought to 
our remembrance at the period of the taking of 
Constantinople by the Turks, and a vivid picture 
is given of the high state of corruption in which 
the Roman church of the Western Empire will 
be found at this period of its history, a period 
when, according to the description of Mosheim, 
" Religion was reduced to mere show, composed 
of pompous absurdities and splendid trifles," and 
was fast approaching to that more flagrant state, 
when the crimes of the Borgias, the voluptuous- 
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Tiess of the Medici, and the general degradation 
and corruption of the Roman church, were work- 
ing towards that crisis which early in the next 
century, issued in the Reformation. 



CHAPTER X. 

JUDGMENTS OF THE SEVEN THUNDERS,— WHICH 
ARE THE SAME AS THE SEVEN VIALS OF WRATH 
OF CHAPTERS XV. XVI. (which see). 

Chap. x. 1—4. 

1. Jnd I saw another mighty angel come down from 
heaven^ clothed with a cloud : and a rainbow was upon 
his head^ and his face was as it were the sun, and his 
feet as pillars of fire : 

2. And he had in his hand a little book open : and 
he set his right foot upon the sea, and his left foot on the 
earth. 

3. And cried with a loud voice, as when a lion 
roareth : and when he had cried, seven thunders uttered 
their voices, 

4. And when the seven thunders had uttered their 
voices y I was about to write : and I heard a voice from 
heaven saying unto me. Seal up those things which the 
seven thunders uttered^ and write them not. 

The last chapter closed with the events of the 
sixth Trumpet, and we immediately find that, as 
at the conclusion of the sixth Seal the announce- 
ment of the seventh was omitted, the detail of 
the Vials not following in that place, (chap, vii.,) 

F 2 
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so the six first Trumpets having sounded in re- 
gular succession, the seventh follows in its place, 
but being s}mouymous with the great consumma- 
tion effected by the seven Vials of wrath, (the 
seven times of the compassing of the city on the 
seventh day), and having its detail supplied in the 
minute descriptions of the Vials which are de- 
ferred to the supplementary history of chap, xvi., 
the announcement of the sounding of the seventh 
Trumpet is in like manner omitted. 

The . indication by which we are to recognize 
the occurrence of the reign of wrath in this place, 
is the roaring of the lion in his wrath, 

1 And I saw another mighty angel come down from 
heaven^ clothed with a cloud : and a rainbow was upon 
his head, and his face was as it were the sun^ and his 
feet as pillars of fire : 

Gives a vision of Christ as he appears at the 
opening of the Apocalypse, (chap. i. 15, 16,) 
having in his hand the little book of the new his- 
tory, the history of the Church which is about 
to be communicated ; but that the vision of the 
sixth Trumpet is previously closed, is intimated 
by the features of the description. 

t?. And he had in his hand a little book open : and 
he set his right foot upon the sea^ and his left foot on the 
earth ; 

Christ, setting his right foot on the sea and his 
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left on the earth, appears as in the act of taking 
possession, " Taking to himself his great power 
and reigning." (Chap. xi. 17.) 

3. And cried with a loud voice^ as when a lion roar- 
eth : and when he had cried^ seven thunders uttered their 
voices. 

4. And when the seven thunders had uttered their 
voices^ I was about to write ; and I heard a voice from 
heaven saying unto me, Seal up those things which 
the seven thunders uttered, and write them not. 

He cries as a lion roaring in his wrath, which 

cry is followed by the utterance of the voices of 

seven Thunders ; these thunders, or voices of the 

Church in heaven communicate the contents of the 

Vials of wrath with which they are synonymous, 

and are the indication of the occurrence of the 

reign of wrath in this place ; the detail of the 

Thunders is not given, the contents being found 

elsewhere under their synonime of the Vials. 



CONCLUSION OF THE HISTORY OF THE EASTERN 
ROMAN EMPIRE. See Daniel xii. 7. 

Chap. x. 5 — 7. 

5. And the angel which I saw stand upon the sea; 
and upon the earth lifted up his hand to heaven, 

6 And sware by him that liveth for ever and ever^ 
who created heaven^ and the things that therein are, 
and the earth, and the things which therein are, and 
the sea, and the things which are therein, that there 
should be time no longer : 



->.-.^<- - ^ ^ ^^^-^ 
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7. But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel^ 
when he shall begin to sounds the mystery of God should 
be finished^ as he hath declared to his servants the 
prophets. 

The prophecy is closed here as in Daniel xii. 7, 
by our Lord entering into covenant by oath, for 
the comfort and assurance of his Church, that in 
the time of the seventh Trumpet, when it shall 
begin to sound, Time shall be no longer ; but that 
the papal mystery, the 1260 years of forbearance, 
are to end, and the series of judgments to begin, 
in the course of which great Babylon is to be cast 
down so that she shall be found no more at all, 
(chap, xviii. 21,) and which terminate with the 
universal judgment of the seventh Vial. 



PREFACE TO THE " LITTLE OPEN BOOK/' OR HIS- 
TORY OF THE CHURCH. 

Chap. x. ver. 8 to the end. 
8. And the voice which I heard from heaven spake 
unto me again, and said. Go and take the little book 
which is open in the hand of the angel which standeth 
upon the sea and upon the earth. 

The sounding of the seventh Trumpet, and 
completion of the series of the sealed book of the 
civil history of the Roman empire having been 
thus ascertained, the prophet is commanded to 
receive the communication of the Little Open 
Book or History of the Church. 

7 
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9. And I went unto the angel, and said unto him. 
Give me the little book. And he said unto me, Take it, 
and eat it up ; and it shall make thy belly bitter^ but it 
shall be in thy mouth sweet as honey. 

10. And I took the little book out of the angel's hand, 
and ate it up ; and it was in my mouth sweet as honey y 
and as soon as I had eaten it my belly was bitter. 

The prophet finds the prophecy sweet in its 
reception, when communicated by the Spirit, but 
bitter in its communication through the unbelief 
of the Church. 

11. And he said unto me^ Thou must prophesy again 
before many peoples, and nations^ and tongues^ and 
kings. 

Indicates the communication of a new history. 



CHAPTEES XL XII. XIII. XIV. 



MAIN HISTORY OF THE CHURCH. 



CHAPTER XI. 



HISTORY OF THE WITNESSES, OR CHURCH HIS- 
TORY IN DETAIL. 

1 . And there was given me a reed like unto a rod : and 
the angel stoody saying^ Rise^ and measure the temple of 
Godf and the altar ^ and them that worship therein. 

As the holy of holies signifies the Church of the 
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departed saints, or Church in heaven, so, the temple 
is the emblem of the Church at large. 

The holy place, together with the altar, signi- 
fies the spiritual Church on earth ; the outer 
court, which is given unto the Gentiles, the visi- 
ble professing but idolatrous Church. 

The act of measuring, may be taken as an act 
of regard, or taking account of the body of pure 
worshippers. 

2. But the court which is without the temple leave 
outi and measure it not ; for it is given unto the Gen- 
tiles : and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty 
and two months. 

The visible Church is to be trodden under 
foot, or given into the power of the Papacy, during 
1260 years, from the period when by the edict 
of 633, giving to the Bishop of Rome power over 
heretics, the power of persecution was put into 
the hands of Rome by Justinian ; and ending, 
when, in the year 1792, the French Revolution, 
and the principles of liberty and freedom of 
opinion to which it gave scope, put an end to a 
power the whole strength of which lay in opinion. 

The period of the 1260 years includes the 
whole awful history of the shedding of " the blood 
of saints and prophets " by the hand of the 
Roman Church ; the whole series of judicial mur- 
ders by the tribunal of the Inquisition, which, to 
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use the words of Dr. Croly; are now beyond any 
accurate calculation; but which stand a fearful 
rivalry with the most prodigal expenditure of 
blood by war. 

The three years of the reign of Queen Mary in 
England, during which the death of 318 indivi- 
duals by fire or starvation is recorded. 

The Massacre of St. Bartholomew, estimated 
by De Thou at thirty thousand, by Perefixe, a 
Roman Catholic author, at one hundred thousand. 

The persecution of Protestantisni in the Low 
Countries under Philip the Second and the Duke 
of Alva, during whose government eighteen thou- 
sand persons died by the hand of the executioner ; 
besides those who were killed in war.* 

And all the judicial horrors which from day 
to day have found the light, as the secrets of 
prison-houses, have been laid open by the spirit of 
research and freedom of communication of modern 
days. 

All this history of blood is closed, and the 
power of the Roman arm become impotent for 
infliction, from that great period of revolutionary 
convulsion: the liberty of discussion and moral 
force of public opinion, which then began their 
rapid growth, have put bands on tyranny in every 
form, and more especially on that tyranny which 
existed only on the prostration of intellect and 

* Davis's History of Holland^ vol. i., p. 608. 
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slavery of conscience which it enforced. In 1796 
the principal agent of persecution, the oflBce of 
Inquisition, was abolished in Italy by Napoleon, 
and subsequently deprived of its power in Spain 
by the decree of Pope Pius the Seventh. The 
furniture of this terrible tribunal has now either 
disappeared, or is seen only here and there, as a 
memento of what before that period was rife in 
every country where Popery had power. The in- 
fliction of death in any form, simply on the ground 
of religious opinion, is now become impossible 
throughout Christendom ; and though the growth 
of moral freedom, which led to these results, was 
in some measure gradual, the fuU public expres- 
sion and actual vindication of the principle of 
liberty, as manifested in the great popular insu> 
rection and revolution of '92 was marked, sud- 
den and unexpected, — corresponding fully to the 
emblematic figure of an earthquake, great enough 
to leave the face of the earth changed after its 
occurrence . 

3. And I will give power v/nto my two witnesses^ 
and they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred and 
threescore daySy clothed in sackcloth. 

The two witnesses,* the Old and New Testa- 
ments, the holy scriptures, are degraded during 

* " They are they which testify (or hear witness) of me." 
— John y. 39. 
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the period of the 1260 years, but not annihilated. 
The sometimes authoritative and constantly vir- 
tual suppression of them by the Roman Church 
is notorious ; the penalty of death on the pos- 
session of them, was the expression of the time 
of her power; the encyclical letter of the late 
Pope Gregory the Sixteenth in 1844, denouncing 
all societies for the propagation of the Scriptures, 
and in covert language prohibiting the circula- 
tion of them in the vulgar tongue, may be taken 
as that of the present time, when her acts must 
be done before the eye of the world, and are 
subject to the same public voice of judgment as 
all other transactions. 

4. These are the two olive trees and the two can- 
dlesticks standing before the God of the earth. 

The Scriptures are the light of the world, a 
reference to the prophecy of Zechariah,* " Be- 
hold a candlestick of gold, &c., and two olive 
trees, &c. : this is the word of the Lord, not by 
might nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the 
Lord of Hosts." 

The candlesticks and the oil, being respectively 
the emblems of light and grace, the standing 
before the God of the earth, intimates that they 
are such to his Church on earth. 

5. And if any man will hurt them^ fire proceedeth 

* Chap. iv. verse 2. 
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atU of their mouth, and devouretk their enemies : and 
if any man will hurt them, he must in this manner be 
killed. 

They contain denunciations of vengeance, sym- 
bolised by fire proceeding out of their mouths, 
which are to be inflicted upon their Papal ene- 
mies, here designated as those who hurt or de- 
grade them. 

6. These have power to shut heaven, that it rain 
not in the days of their prophecy : and have power 
over waters to turn them to blood, and to smite the 
earth with all plagues, as often as they wiU, 

Describes the barrenness of the Church during 
the period of the sackcloth testimony ; the type 
of which is found in the famine called down by 
Elijah * and to smite the earth with all the 
other plagues specified under the seven Vials, or 
elsewhere, in the Apocalypse. 

7. And when they shall have finished their testimony, 
the Beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall 
make war against them, and shall overcome them, and 
kill them. 

8. And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of 
the city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, 
where also our Lord was cruci/ied. 

* The Scriptures have a declarative power, as in the second 
and third Yial, to turn water into hlood. See also the Trum- 
pet History, chapter viii. verses 7, 8 ; and to smite the earth 
with all plagues, &c. . 
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At the end of the sackcloth testimony of 1260 
years, Infidelity, the last form of the Beast, abro- 
gates the authority of the Scriptures. 

On the 7th of November, 1793, Gobet, the 
republican Bishop of Paris, with his grand vicars 
and others of his clergy, entered the hall of the 
National Convention, solemnly resigned his func- 
tions, and abjured Christianity. 

On the 11th, a grand festival, dedicated to 
** Reason and Truth," was celebrated in the ca- 
thedral of Notre Dame, which had been re-named 
" The Temple of Reason." A pyramid was 
erected in the middle of the church, together with 
a temple inscribed to philosophy. The torch of 
" Truth " was on the altar of reason, spreading 
light, &c. The National Convention and all the 
authorities attended at this blasphemous celebra- 
tion. 

In June, 1794, was ordered a fete, in honour 
of the *' Supreme Being, the God of Philosophy,^' 
Thus was Revelation systematically deposed. 

8. As Popery is symbolised by the great city 
Babylon, so Infidelity or unbelief, the apostasy of 
the last days, is represented by the new symbol 
of " the great city called Sodom and Egypt ;" for, 
as our Lord was crucified by the unbelief of the 
Jews, so he is crucified afresh by those who reject 
the word of his Gospel. 



78 



9. And they of the people and kindreds and tongues 
and nations shall see their dead bodies three days and 
an half J and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be put 
in graves, 

10. And they that dwell upon the earth shall re- 
joice over thenij and make merry^ and shall send gifts 
one to another ; because these two prophets tormented 
them that dwelt on the earth. 

Rejoicings of the infidels on the success of their 
labours during the period of tbree years and a 
half, in which every outward indication of belief 
in Christianity should be abolished, commencing 
from November, 1793: the cause of their enmity 
against the truths of Revelation is here stated 
to be, that the Scriptures torment them \^ith fears 
of future retribution. 

1 1. And after three days and an half the spirit of 
life from God entered into them^ and they stood upon 
their feet ; and great fear fell upon them which saw 
them. 

The formal recognition of Christianity took 
place three years and a half from the above-men- 
tioned period. 

On the 17th of June, 1797, Camille Jourdan, 
in the Council of Five Hundred, brought up the 
memorable report on the "revision of the laws 
relative to religious worship." It consisted of a 
number of propositions abolishing alike the re-r 



79 

publican restrictions on Popish worship, and the 
Popish restrictions on Protestant. 

First, it enacted that all citizens might buy 
or hire edifices for the free exercise of religious 
worship ; next, that all congregations might as- 
semble bv the sound of bells, &c. 

The decrees passed at this time, conferred a 
much greater boon than the mere establishment 
of Popery ; the removal of all restrictions gave to 
the reformed faith a freedom which had never 
before existed in France; the oppressive laws 
which had continued in force from the time of 
Louis the Fourteenth were abrogated ; and it may 
be said that the support now given to it by the 
authority of the state, set the religion of the 
Scriptures for the first time on its feet in France. 

12. And they heard a great voice from heaven^ say' 
ing unto them^ Come up hither. And they ascended 
up to heaven in a cloud ; a/nd their enemies beheld them* 

Triumphant exaltation of the Scriptures. 

In 1804 was instituted the Bible Society, the 
first of those societies which, in the course of the 
time that has elapsed since that period, have 
carried the Scriptures in their native language to 
every country in the known world, have circulated 
millions of copies, and received the support of the 
great ones of the earth : monarchs being counted 
among their members. 
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13. And the same hour was there a great earthquake^ 
and the tenth part of the city fell, and in the earth- 
quake were slain of men seven thousand : and the 
remnant were affrighted^ and gave glory to the God of 
heaven. 

Verse thirteen contains one of those allusions 
which form the links between the three great 
histories of the Apocalypse. The bringing in of 
the earthquake of the sixth Seal here, connects 
the Church history of this chapter with that of the 
Western Roman Empire, in which this earth- 
quake occurs. The history of the witnesses which 
we have just passed through, being brought to a 
close, we are referred back to the great leading 
event of the parallel history, when France, one of 
the ten horns or kingdoms of the Roman Empire, 

was shaken to its foundations : the words, " the 

* 

same hour," indicate this short parallelism. 

" The remnant," the Protestant British nation, 
described in chapter xv. 4, as at this period sing- 
ing the song, " Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, 
and glorify thy name, for ... . thy judgments 
are made manifest." See the note on chapter 
seven, for the moral effect of the French Revolu- 
tion on this country. 

14. The second woe is past ; and, behold, the third 
woe Cometh quickly. 

The period of the sixth Seal just alluded to 
being closed, and that of the sixth Trumpet or 
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second woe Trumpet being closed with it, the 
immediate sounding of the seventh is announced ; 
that last Trumpet; which we have already seen 
under the figure of seven Thunders, as occurring 
in its proper place in the history of the Trumpets 
in chapter ten : and which is sounded here as a 
parallelism in a contemporary history, but still 
without giving the events which it contains. We 
have, however, such full indication of the nature 
of their contents, as to enable us to identify it 
with both the previous voices of the seven Thun- 
ders, and with the full description of the mutual 
action of both seventh Seal and seventh Trumpet 
in the Vial history of chapter sixteen. 

15. Jnd the seventh angel sounded ; and the^e were 
great voices in heaven^ saying^ The kingdoms of this 
world are become the kingdoms of our Lord^ and of 
his Christ ; and he shall reign for ever and ever. 

16. And the four and twenty elders, which sat before 
God on their seats ^ fell upon their fa^es, and worshipped 
God, 

17. Saying^ We give thee thanks, O Lord God Al- 
mighty, which arty and toast, and art to come ; because 
thou hcbst taken to thee thy great power, and hast 
reigned. 

1 8. And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is 
come, and the time of the dead, that they should be 

judged, and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy 
servants the prophets, and to the saints, and them 

Q 
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^hatfear thy name^ maaU and great ; and shouldest de^ 
stray them which destroy the earth. 

19. And the temple of God was opened in heaven^ 
and there was seen in his temple the ark of his testa- 
ment : and there were lightnings^ and voiceSy and thun^ 
deringSt and an earthquake^ and great hail. 

Verse fifteen ascertains the rdgn of Christ to 
have begun, and in verse eighteen we find that it 
is a reign of wrath ; that the time is come for 
the infliction of those judgments in vindication of 
the martyred saints, which were suspended during 
the mystery of the 1260 years, and which are to 
destroy the oppressors of the (Roman) earth. 

Verse nineteen proclaims that the time of the 
Gentiles is at an end ; the opening of the holy of 
holies at this period, which opening in the typical 
Jewish dispensation occurred on one day only of 
the year, the day of atonement or reconciliation, 
announces that the time for the receivi^ back of 
the chosen people is arrived ; the period of the 
casting off of the Gentiles by the pouring out of 
the VijoJs of Wrath, being that of the reconcilia- 
tion and grafting in again of the Jews. The ark 
being seen, ascertains the opening of the holy of 
holies, see chapter xv. 5, where the temple is 
opened previous to the pouring out of the Vials of 
Wrath. 

We find here the lightnings, tbunderings, and 
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Toicee, and the great bail, of the last great earth- 
quake of the seventh and closing Vial, falling in 
its place at the conclusion of the reign of wrath. 
See the contents of the seventh Vial, chapter 
xvi. 18. 

The history of this chapter is Church history, 
and the scene is in heaven. 



CHAPTER XII. 



CHURCH HISTORY IN DETAIL. CHAPTERS XU. 

XIII. XIV. 

PERIOD OF PAGANISM. 

CHAP. xn. 

1. And there appeared a great wonder in heaven ; a 
i&om^m clothed with the sun^ and the moon tmder her 
feeti and upon her head a crown of twelve stars. 

The scene of this vision is in heaven; the 
Woman, the i^iritual Chtirch, is dothed with 
Christy the Sun of righteousness, and has the 
twelve apostles as her crown of glory ; the name* 
** the spouse of Christ," being symbolically written 
imder her feet. 

The sun, moon, and stars, are here used as 
symbols of spiritual things ; the sun representing 
Christ ; the moQn> (universally a female emblem,) 
as in heathen mythology, she is the sister, so in 
sacredy dxe is the spouse of the sun. 

G 2 
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The name being, after the manner of men, ac- 
cording to the spirit of universal expression, whicb 
is characteristic of the Divine symbols, written 
under the feet; as in the instance of public 
statues, the name of the subject of the sculpture 
is inscribed on the pedestal. 

2. And she being with child criedt travailing in births 
and pained to be delivered. 

The Church is during the whole period of the 
vision in her corporate capacity ; the Child signi- 
fies the individual converts to Christianity brought 
forth to God during the period of Paganism ; the 
pangs of birth signify the persecutions of that 
period. 

3. And there appeared another wonder in heaven ; 
and behold a great red dragon^ having seven heads and 
ten homSf and seven crowns upon his heads. 

The Western Roman Empire, identified with 
the fourth Beast of Daniel by its ten horns, ap- 
pears during the period of Paganism under the 
semblance of a Dragon ; being under the domi- 
nion of " The Dragon, that old serpent which is 
the devil :" the object of Pagan worship. (Rev. 
XX. 2.) 

The seven heads represent the seven sove- 
reignties of empire; kings, consuls, decemvirs, mili- 
tary tribunes, dictators, emperors, and seven 
mountains on which the city is built. (See chap, 
xvii. 9, 10.) 
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The seven-hilled city of Rome being, during 
the period of Paganism, the sole seat of empire, 
the heads of the Beast are here represented as 
crowned. 

4. And his tail drew the third part of the stars of 
heaven^ and did cast them to the earth : and the dragon 
stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, 
for to devour her child as soon as it was bom. 

The heretical state of the Eastern Church is 
here described, the third part, as in the Trumpet 
history, being the distinctive mark of the Eastern 
Roman Empire ; the apostasy of her ministers is 
signified by the tail, the emblem of false doctrine, 
drawing the third part of Stars. 

5. And she brought forth a man child^ who was 
to rule all nations with a rod of iron : and her child 
was caught up unto Gody and to his throne. 

The child is the Church in its individual capa- 
city, as the woman is in its corporate. 

It is promised to the saints who shall be bom 
to the Church during the period of Paganism, that 
they shall thus rule the nations. (See chap. 11. 26, 
27.) The being caught up unto God, signifies the 
taking of each individual member to Christ in 
heaven. (Chap. v. 9, 10.) 

6. And the woman JUd into the wilderness^ where 
she hath a place prepared of Godj that they should feed 
her there a thousand two hundred and three score days. 
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This allusion to the papal period brings the 
pagan history to a close. 

7. And there waa war in heofoen: Michael and hia 
angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon 
fought and his angelSy 

8. And prevailed not ; neither was their place found 
any more in heaven. 

9. And the great dragon was cast out, that old ser- 
penty called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the 
whole world : he was cast out into the earth, and his 
angels were cast out with him, 

Ver. 7 commences after the manner of the pro- 
phetic writings, contemporary history, of which 
the scene is likewise in heaven; here, as in Daniel, 
the Archangel Michael and other angels are repre- 
sented as contending in the service of the Church. 

10. And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven. Now 
is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our 
God, and the power of his Christ : for the accuser of 
our brethren is cast df^n, which accused them before 
our God day and nights 

Voice of the Church in heavent-^-x-aocuflationB of 
Satan in the ca^e pf every individual believer 
silenced by the atouj^aaieiit of Ciimt 

11. 4n4 fhey wercanm Urn by the bhad of tike LanA^ 
and by the word qfth^ testimovgi andihey loved noi 
their Uves tmto the death. 

The Church in heaven rejoice that the accuser 
of their brethren is thus overcome. 

They had proved their j&ith by martyrdoms. 
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12. Therefore rejoice^ ye heavens^ and ye that dwell 
in them. Woe to the inhatnters of the earth and of 
the sea ! for the devil is come dotbn unto you^ hating 
great wraths becatise he knoweth that he hath but a 
short time. 

Alludes to the persecutions of the empire sub- 
sequent to the abolition of heathen worship and 
establishment of Christianitj by Constantino. 

13. And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto 
the earth, he persecuted the woman which brought forth 
the man child. 

The scene is here removed to eartli, and the 
history is parallel to that in the heavenly scene of 
the proceeding verses. 

14. And to the woman were given two wings of a 
great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness^ into 
her place, where she is nourished for a time, and times, 
and half a time, from the face of the serpent. 

Closes it again with the reference to the 1260 
years of the reign of Itemanism. 

15. And the serpent cast out of his mouth water as a 
flood after the woman, that he might cause her to be 
carried away of the flood. 

Begins a third parallel histoi^, and describes 
the persecution and danger of the true ckurch 
under the inundation of the Arian Goths; the 
flodd being cast out of the mouth of the serpent 
indicates their being imbued with the herei^y of 
Arius. 

10. And the earth helped the woman, and the earth 
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opened her mouthy and swallowed up the flood which the 
dragon cast out of his mouth. 

The earth, the Roman Empire under Justinian, 
helps the woman, Belisarius subduing the Goths 
both in Italy and Africa, and relieving the Church 
from persecution. 

17. And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and 
went to mahe war with the remnant of her seed, which 
heep the commandments of God, and have the testimony 
of Jesus Christ. 

Closes again the pagan period, being contem- 
porary with verses 6 and 14. 



CHAPTEB XIII. 



CHURCH HISTORY DURING THE PERIOD OF 

POPERY. 

I. And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a 
beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten 
horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his 
heads the name of Blasphemy. 

The Beast still identified with the fourth Beast 
of Daniel by the ten horns, and by rising out of 
the sea, the emblem of a people in a barren and 
unproductive state, signifies here, simply the 
Western Roman Empire. 

This vision occupies the period of the 1260 years 
of Papal domination, and the seat of empire during 
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that period being no longer in the city of Rome, 
the ten independent kingdoms of the Western 
Empire having now arisen, the crowns are re- 
moved in the description, from the heads to the 
horns of the Beast, and in ttjeir place is seen the 
name of Blasphemy; the seven-hilled city of 
Rome being the chief seat of the papal apostasy. 

2. And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard^ 
and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as 
the mouth of a lion : and the dragon gave him his power ^ 
and his seat, and great authority. 

The Beast represented in Daniel simply as a 
monster exceeding dreadful, is here more par- 
ticularly described as combining the characteristics 
of the three preceding empires. (See Daniel vii.) 
Rome, formerly under the emblem of a dragon, 
the seat of Paganism, is now become the seat of 
the Papacy. 

3. And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to 
death ; and his deadly wound was healed : and all the 
world wondered after the beast. 

The sixth, or imperial head, was in existence at 
the time when this prophecy was given ; this was 
wounded to death by the sword of the barbarians 
when the imperial title ceased, in 476 or 479, 
under Augustulus ;* the deadly wound was healed^ 
and the title restored to the empire when Charle- 
magne was crowned in 800. 

* See Gibbon, chap. 36. 
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4, Arid they worshipped the dragom which gaxfe power 
unto the beast : and they worshipped the beast y saying , 
Who is like unto the beast ? who is able to make war 
with him f 

The Papacy, both as to its tTrannj and in the 
form of its worship, partook largely of the cha- 
racter of the heathenism which it superseded.* 

6. And there was given unto him a mouth speaking 
great things and blasphemies; and power was given unto 
him to continue forty and two months, 

6. And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against 
Oody to blaspheme his name^ and his tabernacle^ and 
them that dwell in heaven. 

Gives the Papal period of 1260 years. 

7. And it was given unto him to make war with the 
saintSy and to overcome them : and power was given him 
over all kindreds^ and tongues, and nations. 

The saints were delivered into the hands of the 
Papacy by the edict of Justinian which gave to 
the Bishop of Rome power over heretics, a.d. 533. 

8. And all that dwell upon the earth shaU worship 
him, whose names are not written in the book of life of 
the Lamb slain from the foundation of the worlds 

Allusion to a body of spiritual worshippers who 
shall exist during the period of Papal domination. 

9. If any man have an ear^ let him hear. 

10. He that leadeth into captivity shall go into cap*' 

* See Middleton's Letter from Rome, for a description of 
the various adoptions of heathen observances, sculptuies, 
&c., by the Roman Church. 
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iivity : he thai kilieth with the sword nttist be killed 
with the sword. Here is the patience and tJ^ faith of 
the saints. 

Consolatory promises to the persecuted Church. 
The captivity of the Christian Church under Papal 
oppression is here compared to the captivity of 
the ancient Church under the tyranny of Babylon. 

A promise is here given by Christ to his suffer- 
ing Church that the power which had shed the 
blood of saints and prophets should be requited in 
like manner ; to the fulfilment of which promise 
the saints are directed to look in the exercise of 
faith and patience. 

11. And I beheld another beast coming up out of the 
earth ; and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spake 
as a dragon. 

The emblem of the Beast is to be taken simply 

as the Roman Empire, civil, given in this chapter 

during the Papal period. The two homed Beast 

is the Papacy itself, professing to exercise the 

power of Christ, but speaking actually as the 

minister of Satan. 

12. And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast 
before him, and causeth the earth and them which dwell 
tisercin to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound 
was healed. 

The ecclesiastical despotism upholds the civil. 

] 3. And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh 
fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of 
men, 
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Implies that he exercises a great power of de- 
struction over his enemies. 

14. And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth hy the 
means of those miracles which he had the power to do in 
the sight of the bea^t ; saying to them that dwell on the 
earth, that they should make an ima^e to the beast, which 
had the wound by a sword, and did live. 

The image or likeness to the civil Beast, con- 
sists in the assumption of power as a temporal 
prince by the Pope; which he acquired at the 
hands of Pepin and Charlemagne. See Daniel, 
chapter vii., for the little horn who plucks up 
three other horns by the roots. 

1 6. And he had power to give life unto the ima^e of 
tlie beorst, that the image of the beast should both speak, 
and cause that as many a>s would not worship the image 
of the beast should be killed. 

The exercise of temporal power by the Pope. 

] 6. And he causeth alt, both small and great, rich 
and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right 
hand, or in their foreheads : 

17. And that no man might buy or sell, save he that 
had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number 
of his name. 

Mark of servitude. 

18. Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understand- 
ing count the number of the beast : for it is the number 
of a man ; and his number is six hundred threescore 
and six, , 

The explanation of this number is unat tempted, 
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as, though the word Lateinos, signifying Roman,' 
and several others, may be considered as admis- 
sible, as producing the required number, no one 
of them appears to have that decided superiority 
over the rest vrhich would compel its adoption ; 
the chapter, however, includes the reign of the 
Papacy- 



CHAPTER XIV. 

WORKS OF THE PROTESTANT NATION DURING 
THE PERIOD OF INFIDELITY, OR OF THE 
SEVEN VIALS OF WRATH. 

This chapter follows chronologically upon the 
last, which terminated with the close of the period 
of the 1260 years of Papal domination, in the 
year 1 792. 

1 . And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount 
8ion, and with him an hundred forty and four thousand^ 
having his Fathers name written in their foreheads. 

The perfect number one hundred and forty and 
four thousand connects this vision with the sealed 
tribes of chapter vii., who are now represented in 
their ecclesiastical capacity as standing on mount 
Sion, which is equivalent to having the words 
" the Church of God " written beneath their 
feet, whereas in the civil history of chapters vii. 
and XV. they are either simply enumerated, or 
represented as standing on a glassy sea. They, 
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Uke tbe worshippers of the Beast and his image, 
have likewise their mark of servitade» but it is 
the seal of the liying God. 

2. And I k&ard a ^mcefrom heaven, as the voice of 
many maiers, and as the voice of a great thunder .* and 
I heard the voice of harpers harping with their harps : 

The sounds descriptive of the voices of the 
Church in heaven, are heard in unison with the 
harps and voices of the Church on earth. 

8. And they sung as it were a new song before the 
throne, and before t?^ four living creatures, and the 
elders : and no man could learn that song but the hun- 
dred and forty and four thousand, which were redeemed 
from the earth. 

They sing the song which is the distinctive 
mark of those who have been redeemed from the 
(Roman) earth ; who, in other words, have ^^ gotten 
the victory over the Beast and his image/' and 
are thus identified with the body who in chapter 
XV., the chapter of preparation for the pouring 
out of the Vials of wrath, are represented as 
standing in tranquillity on a sea of glass. 

Their number connects them with the same 
body, sealed just at the period of the French 
Revolution, (chap, vii.) equally as a preparation 
for the pouring out of the Vials on the Papal 
countries of the Roman Empire. 

4. These are they which were not defiled with women; 
for they are Virgins, These are they which follow the 
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Lamb whithersoever he goetlu These were redeemed 
from among men, being the first fruits unto God and 
to the Lamb* 

These are tbej, to ^om does not apply the 
similitude always in Scripture indicative of idola- 
trous worship ; these are the first fruits unto God 
and Christ, or pledges of the futiure abundant 
harvest to be gathered in the time of the Mes- 
siah's kingdom, thus eariy redeemed from out of 
the corruption of (the) men (of the Roman earth.) 

From the fact of their being redeemed, and of 
their haying gotten the victory, we gather that 
there has been a Reforraation, 

5. And in their mouth was found no guile, for they 
are without fault before the throne of God. 

As believers in the Messiah, and looked upon 
by God as included in his covenant of grace, they 
are considered through the righteousness of Christ, 
as being without &ult in his sight ; as in reference 
to the same covenant entered into by God with 
his ancient people ; Balaam, when compelled to 
declare their blessedness, proclaims, ^^God hath 
not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither hath he seen 
pQrverseness in Israel." (Numb, zxiii. 21.) 

The place of this chapt^ is ascertained, by its 
following chronologically on the Roman reign, 
and by the situation in which its commencing 
panaHel paasage is found, namely, immediately 

6 
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preparatory to the pouring out of the Vials; it 
ends with a description of the battle of Arma- 
geddon, the terminating event, as will be seen 
hereafter, of the seventh Vial ; the action of the 
chapter must therefore occupy the period of time 
appropriated to the pouring out of the whole 
series of Vials. 

The body, or nation, are a sealed and protected 
body during the period, the judgment not being 
permitted to fall till they were thus sealed (chap, 
vii. 1) ; their works during that time are, 

6. And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, 
having the everlasting Gospel to preach unto thetn that 
dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, 
and tongue, and people, 

1st. The sending forth of the Scriptures to the 
whole world, 

7. Saying with a loud voice. Fear God, and give glory 
to him : for the hour of his Judgment is come ; and 
worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, 
and the fountains of waters. 

Thereby giving honour to God, and proclaiming 
that the time of his Judgment has arrived. 

8. And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon 
is fallen, isfallen^ that great city ; because she made all 
nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her forni- 
cation, 

2ndly. The study of the subject of prophecy, 
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as may be gathered from the analogy of the lan- 
guage of Jewish prophecy, see Isaiah xxi. 9, and 
Jeremiah 1. 2, and li. 8, where, as in this place, an 
announcement of the &II of the literal Babylon 
is sent forth previous to the occurrence of the 
event. 

This interpretation of the passage is vindicated 
by the event, as it appears among the character- 
istics of the present time. Individual students 
of prophecy, have existed in all ages of the Church, 
and there have been periods at which, from the 
attention which the interpretations of these in- 
dividuals have drawn, expectation has arisen 
among a certain number of followers, of the ap- 
proaching occurrence of some great crisis ; but 
tbese instances will bear no comparison with the 
degree of attention to the subject which has of 
late years arisen in this country, where a society 
has been instituted expressly for its study, holding 
regular meetings, and originating numerous works, 
and where the pulpits have sent forth a warning 
voice throughout the land as the progress of ful- 
filling events has been recognised, labouring to 
make ready a people prepared for the Lord. 

The rapid interchange of thought, and public 
expression of opinion, peculiar to tbese times, 
being, humanly speaking, the means by which 
this study has assumed its present marked posi- 
tion ; so, the absence of these means in former 

H 
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times, secures the &ot of the comparative insig^ 
nificance of the excitement of any former period, 
and leaves to the present results of the union of 
mind on this subject, a prominence which renders 
them a mark for the distinguishing ejre of pro- 
phecy. 

The study is also oiie which we may claim to 
be peculiarly that of our own Church and 
country. 

9. And the third angel followed them^ saying with a 
loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his image, 
and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, 

10. The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of 
God J which is poured out without mixture into the cup 
of his indignation ; and he shall be tormented with fire 
and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in 
the presence of the Lamb : 

11. And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for 
ever and ever : and they have no rest day nor nighty 
who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever 
receiveth the mark of his name. 

The third work of the Church during the 
period, is the call she is to give to those who are 
under the dominion of Ronjie, to come out of her 
previous to her fall ; to be recognised in the 
continued efforts at proselytism that have been 
making of late years; the Reformation Society 
instituted in 1827, for carrying Scripture teachers 
among the people, the Irish Society for the same 
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purpose^ the large publication of works expository 
of Roman doctrine and {Practice ; the public speak- 
ing, the preaching, the agitation of the questions 
between- the Chuxehes, altogether presentinj^ to the 
eye of the mere casual observer a feature dis- 
tinctive of late years ; and to those who with 
greater interest, trace these movements in their 
workings, a far more decided evidence of the 
spirit of the Church ; all these labours of the 
day fall in with the intimation of these verses of 
the prophecy, and among them we must seek for 
the one most prominent, as the tangible mark of 
fulfilment necessary to its historical character. 

As the elect people of God are thus called out 
of the mystic Babylon, so under its type — see 
Isaiah xlviii. 20, " Go ye forth of Babylon, flee ye 
from the Chaldeans f atid in Jeremiah, L 8, ^' Re- 
move out of the midst of Babylon." 

m. Here is the patience of the saints: here are they 
that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of 
Jesus. (Chap. xiii. 10.) 

13. And I heard a voice from Heaven saying unto 

me^ Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord, 

from henceforth: Ye0,saith the Spirit, that they may 

rest from their labours ; and their works do follow thenk. 

An intimation that the labours of the Church 
are closed, and that henceforth she is entitled to 
her reward. 

H 2 
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Here, as in the tenth verse of chap, xiii., after 
the judgments of God had been pronounced upon 
the Papal persecutors of the Church, the saints 
and followers of Christ are directed to look with 
faith and patience to the certain fulfilment of the 
promises thus given. 

14. And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and 
upon the cloud one sat like unto the Son of Man, having 
on his head a golden c^^own, and in his hand a sharp 
sickle. 

1ft. And another angel came out of the Temple, cry- 
ing with a loud voice to him that sat upon the cloud. 
Thrust in thy sickle, and reap : for the time is come for 
thee to reap ; for the harvest of the earth is ripe. 

16. And he that sat on the cloud thrust in his sickle 
on the earth ; and the earth was reaped, 

A reaping of the harvest on earth, or separation 
of the followers of Christ, from the body of the 
followers of evil ; the time of which falls before 
the closing judgment of the next verses ; the 
time of the end. 

The character of the prophecy demands tbat 
some tangible &ct shall mark the period of the 
fulfilment of the prediction, something distinctly 
proclaiming separation, and the rapid fulfilment 
of closing events at the present time gives notice 
that such event must be of present or immediate 
occurrence. 

That the spirit of the prediction is in present 
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course of fulfilment must be recognisable to 
every careful observer, in the growing spirit of 
earnestness ; the open avowal of religious motive, 
both in public and private ; the large increase of 
religious publications ; the dedication of time and 
talents, by the great of our country, to the carry- 
ing out of every good purpose; the numerous 
associations for the same; even in the great 
change in the tone of conversation of late years, 
may be recognised the growth and strengthening 
of a great body for good : and in the undeniable 
increase on the other hand, of all evil principles ; 
the combinations for evil purposes ; the open ad- 
vocacy of infidelity and socialism ; the spirit of 
insubordination and rejection of all authority, 
predicted by Saint Paul as a characteristic of the 
latter days ; the large publication of works of 
infidel or unsound character ; the perversions to 
Rome and encroachment of Roman practice ; and 
in other things indicative of the activity of evil 
influences, we have, what between two bodies 
thus influenced by contending principles, ensures 
actual separation ; the facts being, on a large 
scale, the acting of the spirit of separation must 
be so likewise; constituting it a feature worthy 
of prophetic history, and, to the eye of Him who 
sees equally the working of moral and physical 
elements, discernible as the commencement at 
least, of the reaping of His harvest. 
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16th. The cry of the angel of the 16th Terse 
18 from the Temple, the holy place or court of 
the priests, which represents the true Church 
on earth, and the prayer is therefore that of the 
Church on earth addressed to Christ seated on 
the cloud ; the object of the prayer is the separa- 
tion of the righteous from unbelievers, and the 
gathering of them together into one body, in 
order, as we may believe, according to the ana- 
logy of the Lord's dealing with His people under 
similar circumstances, to deliver them from the 
impending destruction of the ungodly in the tread* 
ing of the Vintage of Wrath. 

17, And another angel came out of the temple which 
is in heaven^ he also having a sharp sickle. 

The temple which is in heaven, the holy of 
holies, the type of heaven, or the place of the 
manifestation of the immediate presence of God ; 
the angel is the representative of the Church in 
heaven, the spirits of the martyred and glorified 
saints. 

18. And another angel came out from the altar, which 

had power over fire; and cried with a loud cry to him 

that had the sharp sickle, saying, Thrust in thy sharp 

sickle, and gather the clusters of the Vine of the Earth ; 

for her grapes are fully ripe. 

19* And the angel thrust in his sickle into the earth, 
and gathered the Vine of the earth, and cast it into the 
great winepress of the Wrath of God* 
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The angel comes from the altar, beneath which 
the blood of the sacrifices, was poured oujk, and 
from whence the spirits of the martyred saints 
are represented under the fifth Seal, as ciying 
out for vengeance upon those who have shed their 
blood. 

" Fire " is the emblem of Tengeance inflicted 
on an enemy, the prayer of the martyred and 
glorified saints is, that the last judgment of the 
period of the seventh Vial, or the treading of the 
winepress of wrath, be inflicted upon the (Roman) 
earth, in vindication of their cause and in ven- 
geance for their blood. 

20. And the winepress was trodden without the city, 
and blood came out of the winepress, even unto the • 
horse-bridles, by the space of a thousand and six hun^ 
dred furlongs. 

** Without the city," or without the limits of 
the Western Roman Empire ; in the ^^ mountains 
of Israel;" or " between the seas in the glorious 
holy mountain." 

The 1600 furlongs is the supposed extent of 
the land of Palestine, where the battle will take 
place» 

The treading of the winepress of this chapter, 
ia synonymous with the making war with the 
Lamb and being overcome by him, in the supple- 
mentary history of the judgment of the seventh 
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Vial in chap. xvii. 14, being in that place ciyil 
history, sapplem^itarj to tiiat of the Western 
Empire. 

It is found again in the contemporary history of 
the Eastern Empire, chap. xix. 11 — 21. Also 
in Isaiah hdiL 1, ** Who is he that cometh from 
Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah ?" &c. 



8UPFLEMENTABT HISTORY OP THE SEVEN VL/kLS 
OF WRATH COMMON TO THE THREE PRECEDING 
HISTORIES. 

CHAPTERS XV. AND XVI. 
CHAPTER XV. 

FREFACB TO THE VIALS OF WRATH UPON THE PAPAL NA- 
TIONSy DESCRIBING THE TRIUMPHANT ATTITUDE OF THE 
PROTESTANT NATION. 

The history of the Little Open Book, or Church 
History, having heen brought down in the last 
chapter to the termination of the seventh Vial by 
the battle of Armageddon, the three parallel his- 
tories of the prophecy are concluded, and the re- 
maining chapters are occupied in giving, first, the 
detailed bistory of the Vials of Wrath, which sup- 
plies the detail likewise of the seventh Seal, and 
of the seventh Trumpet with which they are syno- 
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tiyniQus ; and, finally, the three supplementary and 
explanatory histories given by the communicating 
angel, after the same form of communication as is 
found in the prophecy of Daniel, where the main 
prophecy is first given, and additional particulars 
are added as explanatory. 

The three supplementary histories contained in 
the latter chapters of the Apocalypse, apply exclu- 
sively to the period of the seventh Vial : — the 
" time of the end." 

The chapter under consideration forms a pre- 
fece to the history of the Vials. 

1. And I saw another sign in heaven, great and mar- 
vellous, seven angels having the seven last plagues ; for 
in them is filled up the wrath of God, 

Describes them as including the consummation 
of the judgment, suspended during the period of 
the mystery of the 1260 years, and until the ful- 
ness of the Gentiles shall have come in. 

2. And I saw as it were, a sea of glass mingled with 
fire: and them that had gotten the victory over the 

beauty and over his image, and over his mark^ and over 
the number of his name, stand on the sea of glass ^ hav- 
ing the harps of God* 

The glassy sea represents a people in a state of 
perfect tranquillity ; the symbol of fire indicates 
the vengeance that they should have the power of 
inflicting upon their eneniies. 
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In the body described as having gotten the 
victory over the Beast and his image, we recog- 
nise a reformed church ; and by their having thus 
overcome, and their having the harps of God, 
they are identified with the 144,000 of chapter 
fourteen, the perfect number and nation, placed 
in a state of security during the period of judg- 
ment on the Papal nations of the Roman Empire. 
The glassy sea placed under their feet, like the 
moon placed under the feet of the Woman of 
chapter twelve, may be taken as an explanatory 
inscription there symbolically written. 

3. And they sing the song of Moses , the servant of 
God, and the song of the Lamh, saying. Great and 
marvellous are thy works. Lord God Almighty ; just and 
true are thy ways, thou King of saints. 

The song of Moses and of the Lamb, being 
thus sung by those who had gotten the victory 
over the Beast and his image, must be the same 
as the new song of chapter fourteen, which no one 
could sing, save those who had gotten the victory. 
Their spiritually rejoicing song on viewing these 
last judgments which are to effect the deliverance 
of the Church, may be considered as here com- 
pared to that of Moses and the Israelites when 
viewing the destruction of their enemies in the 
Red Sea; the final act which effected the deliver- 
ance of the ancient Church from long captivity 
and bondage. 
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4. Who shall not /ear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy 
name ? for thou only art holy : for all nations shall 
come and worship before thee ; for thy judgments are 
made manifest. 

Declares the manifestation of judgment in the 
coming series of the Vials ; which are to bring 
about that glorious consummation typified by the 
feast of tabernacles^ when all the nations of the 
earth shall come and worship before the Lord. 
See Isaiah Ixvi. 23 ; Zechariah xiv. 16, &c. 

5. And after that I looked, and, behold, the temple of 
the tabernacle of the testimony in heaven was opened, 

6. And the seven angels came out of the temple, hav- 
ing the seven plagues, clothed in pure and white linen, 
and having their breasts girded with golden girdles. 

The opening of the tabernacle of the testimony 
here, connects this chapter with the parallel pe- 
riod of the Church History of chapter eleven, 
where the temple of God is opened, at the same 
time that the eyents of the Vials are announced, 
the fact of the opening of the holy of holies being 
there ascertained by the sight that is afforded of 
the ark of the testament. 

This opening of the holy of holies indicates 
that the reign of Christ and his glorified saints, 
who were symbolized by the cherubim of glory 
over the mercy-seat, now commences. 

The tabernacle of the testimony or holy of 
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holies being opened, as on the Jewish day of 
atonement, and the angels or messengers of the 
cherubim going forth from the holy of holies so 
opened, in order to pour out the vials of God's 
wrath upon the earth, implies that, in the same 
manner, as the casting off of the Jews, was the 
bringing in of the Gentile Church, so, the casting 
off of the apostate Gentile Church and Papal 
Roman Empire, is coincident in point of time 
with the restoration of the Jews to their own 
land, symbolised by the sounding of the trumpet 
on the day of atonement in the Jubilean year. 
See Levit. xxv. 9, Rev. xi. 19. 

7. And one of the four living creatures gave unto the 
seven angels seven golden vials fuU of the wrath ofGody 
who livethfor ever and ever. 

The four living creatures, the cherubim or 
Church in heaven, act as reigning with Christ, 
according to the promise of chapter ii. 26, 27 ; 
and having waited till their body is complete by 
the slaying of the christian martyrs, (see chap, 
vi. 11.) They go forth, here represented in re- 
ference to the oflSce they have now to execute, by 
seven delegated angels to pour out the Vials 
upon the earth, and to execute the judgments pro- 
mised in vindication of their cause. (Chapter 
xiii. 10.) 

8. And the temple was filled with smoke from the 

6 
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gloj'y of Godf and from his power ; and no man was 
able to enter into the temple^ till the seven plagues of 
the seven angels were fulfilled. 

The triumphant reign of the united Jewish and 
Gentile Church, the time when the mountain 
shall fill the whole earth, (Daniel ii. 35,) shall not 
take effect till the whole series of the Vials shall 
have run out, their synouyme, the seventh Trum- 
pet and the seventh Seal, having closed likewise. 

In the description of the pouring out of the Vials 
in chapter xvi. ] 1, it is expressly said, that « they 
repented not ;" and these judgments are to work 
the destruction, not the reformation of those on 
whom they are inflicted ; no great increase of the 
Church is to be expected till they are terminated ; 
as after the 1260 days of femine in thrf time of 
Elijah the prophet, it was not till the false pro- 
phets of Balaam had been destroyed, and seven 
periods of waiting expectation had been fulfilled, 
that the abundant rain, significant of the abun- 
dant influences of the Holy Spirit to be poured 
out in the latter days, changed at once the whole 
face of the earth, and turned dearth into abun- 
dance ; so sudden, so perfect, will be the con- 
trast in the moral condition of the world when 
the plagues of the seven angels shall have been 
ftilfiUed. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

GIVES THE ACTUAL CONTENTS OF THE VIALS OF 
WRATH, OF THEIR SYNONYMES— THE SEVEN 
THUNDERS OP THE LAST TRUMPET, AND THE 
CONTENTS OF THE LAST SEAL. 

The period of the pouring out of these Vials, 
as has been shown in the notes to chapter six, 
&lls immediately after the occurrence of the 
French Revolution of 1792; the conclusion of 
the 1260 years of the Papal mystery ; and they 
give the detail of the judgments on the apostate 
Roman Empire and Church, which were suspended 
during that time. 

The 1260 years, during which patience was en- 
joined on the saints of the heathen martyrology, 
until their brethren under the Christian tyranny 
should be slain as they were, (chap, vi.,) closed 
with the earthquake action of the sixth Seal, and 
notice is given at the close of its parallel, the 
sixth Trumpet, (in chap, xi.,) that the seventh 
Trumpet, and consequently its parallel, the 
seventh Seal, cometh quickly ; and, accordingly, 
the united action of the seven Vials, the seventh 
Seal, and seventh Trumpet, immediately begins. 

1. And I heard a great voice out of the temple, say* 
ing to the seven angels, Go your ways, and pour out the 
vials of the wrath of God upon the earth. 
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Indicates that the command is issued by tbe^ 
Church in heaven for the infliction of judgmient. 

First Vial. 

2. And the first went, and poured out his vial upon 
the earth : and there fell a noisome and grievous sore 
upon the men which had the mark of the beast, and 
upon them which worshipped his image. 

The first Vial is poured oat ; the spiritual sore 
beginning in that chief seat of Infidelity, the 
kingdom of France, soon to be propagated over 
the whole Roman Empire ; there, as described in 
the parallel Church History of chapter eleven, the 
sabbath was abolished, and Infidelity proclaimed ; 
the unbelieving among the priesthood openly 
apostatised, and the conscientious fled; a blas- 
phemous parody of Christianity was set up, and 
homage offered to the manes of the chief apostles 
of Infidelity, Voltaire, Rousseau, &c. The awful 
detail of the wickedness of this period, need only 
be glanced at to insure the recognition of the 
perfectness of the emblem — "a noisome and 
grievous sore," falling upon those that had the 
mark of the Beast, consequently upon a country 
professing Popery. 

The Beast, or Roman Empire, is, in this third 
stage of its history, become Infidel ; the indication 
of its Infidelity being found in its rising, not, as 
when described in reference to the Popish period. 
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out of the sea, but out of the bottomless pit ; as 
will be seeu by referring to the contemporary 
period of Church History (chap, xi.) and to the 
first explanatory history, (chap, xvii.,) where we 
find the description of the Beast, or Western 
Roman Empire civil, in its third phase, still iden- 
tified with the fourth Beast of Daniel by its ten 
horns ; but at this late period of its history, the 
period of Infidelity and of judgment upon Popery, 
without its crowns. The reign of Heathenism, 
during which they were found on the heads of the 
Beast, and that of Popery, during which they were 
found on the horns, have successively passed away, 
the reign of wrath now begins. Christ takes to 
himself his great power and reigns, and, on refer- 
ring to the supplementary history of chapter nine- 
teen, we find Christ himself, at the period of the 
seventh Vial, with the army of his saints, treading 
the winepress of the wrath of Almighty God, and 
having on his head " many crowns." The same 
announcement is made in chapter xi. 15, where, 
on the sounding of the seventh Trumpet, it is pro- 
claimed that '^ The kingdoms of this world are be- 
come the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ." 

Second Vial. 

3. And the second angel poured out his vial upon the 
sea ; and it became as the blood of a dead man : and 
every living soul died in the sea. 

The Beast in the explanatory history of chap- 
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ter seventeen appears only at the period of the 
seventh Vial. 

The second Vial includes the sufferings of Infi- 
del France during the Reign of Terror, following 
quickly upon their state of triumphant blasphemy, 
when everything that had been distinguished, whe- 
ther by rank, wealth, or almost even by virtue, 
was marked out for blood ; and concealment or 
flight alone, could protect from the grasp of the 
most demoniacal spirit of destruction that the 
world has yet seen. 

Thied Vial. 

4. And the third angel poured out his vial upon the 
rivers and fountains of waters; and they became blood. 

The rivers and fountains of waters, the fountains 
of spiritual life and sources of religious instruction, 
point to that great and polluted ecclesiastical foun- 
tain of all Christendom, the city of Rome and 
kingdom of Italy, upon which accordingly the 
third Vial is poured out. 

5. And I heard the angel of the ' waters say, Thou 
art righteous, O Lord, which art, and wast, and shalt 
be because thou hast judged thus, 

6. For they have shed the blood of saints and pro- 
phets, and thou hast given them blood to, drink ; for 
they are worthy. 

7. And I heard another out of the altar say. Even 
so. Lord God Almighty, true and righteous are thy 
judgments. 
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And the application is stamped as jast^ by the 
voice of the angel of this vial, proclaiming that 
great accusation, to which in the history of the 
modem world the Church of Rome is so pre-- 
eminently amenably the shedding of the blood of 
saints and prophets :* ^^ And in her was found the 
blood of prophets* and of saints, and of all that 
were slain upon the earth/' Chap, xviii. 24. 

In 1796 Buonaparte was appointed to the com- 
mand of the army of Italy ; in April, hostilities 
commenced between the French, and the com- 
bined armies of Austria, Naples, and Piedmont ; 
by the 26th of that month, the French had ob- 
tained six victories, and had conquered the richest 
portion of Piedmont ; on the 1 9th of June, 
Buonaparte entered the estates of the Church, 
and took Bologna, Fenara, and Fort Urbinp, and 
was only stopped by the submission of the Pope ; 
upwards of four millions sterling were exacted of 
the Italian people by their conquerors ; in 1 798, 
the French, under Berthier, took up their quarters 
in Rome ; the Pope was banished, and died in 
exile; all the cardinals were proscribed, and a 
Republic proclaimed; the tree of liberty being 
planted in front of the Capitol ; among the in- 
inscriptions to be seen at that time on the walls 
of Rome were these words, " The time is come/'f 

* See notes on chapter xi. 

f This seems to correspond to Dan. xi. 27, where the par- 
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Fourth Vial, 

8. An4 the fourth angel poured out his vial upon the 
sun ; and povoer was given unto him to scorch men with 
fire. 

The sun signif3ring the principal potentate on 
the earth, at the time being, can be figurative at 
this period of no other than Napoleon Buona- 
parte, to whom power was indeed given to 
"scorch men with fire;** it would not be pos- 
sible in brief space, to give a picture of the mass 
of suffering of every kind endured throughout the 
nations of the Roman earth, i^mth one great ear- 
ceptiaUf) during the triumphant career of this 
great instrument of vengeance; the capital of 
every Papal nation was entered by his troops, and 
their country subjected to all the miseries of war ; 
SpaiU} more obnoxious to punishment than any 
among them, inasmuch as to her whole history 
both ecclesiastical and civil, the epithet of cruel 
may pre-eminently be applied, suffered more 
especially during this time of vengeance ; and even 

ticulars of these first Tietories of Napoleon are described la 
verses 22 to 27 with much minuteness of detail, concluding 
with this prophetic declaration ; ** It,'* namely the league 
then formed between '^ the King of the South," or Emperor 
of Austria, and the *' Prince of the coyenant,'' or head of the 
Church, shall not prosper, ''for yet the end shall be at the 
time appointed," namely, at the termination of the 49 times 49 
or 2401 years of the Jubileon period, ending in 1798—9. 

I 2 
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France herself though as yet at the giddy height 
of power to which Napoleon raised her, was al- 
ready suffering through her whole being from the 
s^erity of his conscriptions ; the time stands 
out among the records of history, to be paralleled 
only by those great careers of conquest in the 
ancient world, which have been equally marked 
out by prophecy. 

9. And men were scorched with great heat, and blas- 
phemed the name of God, which hath power over these 
plagues : and they repented not to give him glory. 

These judgments are to work the destruction, 
not the reformation, of those on whom they are 
inflicted. See note on verse 8 of chapter xv. 

Fifth Vial. 

1 0. And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the 
seat of the beast ; and his kingdom was full of dark- 
ness ; and they gnawed their tongues for pain, 

11. And blasphemed the Ood of heaven because of 
their paihs and their sor6s, and repented not of their 
deeds. 

The judgment now returns in all its severity 
upon the principal seat of the apostasy of the 
period of infidelity, the kingdom of France ; the 
sun of the last Vial has disappeared, and the 
kingdom is full of darkness ; .the description of 
these verses is that of extreme endurance, and of 
continued blasphemous rebellion against God ; the 
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records of the time, immediately following upon 
the triumphant career of Napoleon, supply ample 
illustration; the capital of France occupied by 
the armies of England, Russia, Austria, and 
Prussia; the restoration of the pillage of the 
time of their glory enforced, in addition to the 
abandonment of all their conquests; — ^the suffering 
of spirit which the proud nation must have en- 
dured under this infliction can hardly be over- 
rated ; so complete was their subjection, that at 
the time of the occupation of Paris by the allies, 
Frenchmen, to obtain admission into their own 
Louvre, were necessitated to ask the escort of 
their conquerors: perhaps the spoliation of this 
great monument of their triumphs was one of the 
strokes most keenly felt ; the expression: of their 
sore state of mortification so powerfully typified 
in the text^ is well illustrated by the words of an 
individual Frenchman, who, witnessing from the 
Palais Royal the procession of the horses of St. 
Mark, just dismounted from the carousel ; ex- 
claimed to an Englishman, likewise an eyewitness, 
" You have left me nothing to bequeath to my 
children but hatred against the English !" 

And whether the unhappy country has repented 
of its deeds, whether the character of blasphemy 
against God does not attach to the history of suc- 
ceeding years, can hardly be a question ; what* 
ever growth of religious principle there may have 
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been has manifested itself principally in an in- 
crease of homage to the great object of Popish 
idolatry, the Virgin Mary ; and in the contention 
which has taken place for the direction of educa- 
tion throughout the country, this element has tried 
its strength, and been overcome, only by one still 
more adverse to the faith of Christ, the subtle 
infidelity of the Michelets and Quinets of the 
Ecole de France — ^the " developed Christianity ** 
of the Founder schooL 

If the tone of a country may be tested by the 
character of its public men, by the standard of 
truth and uprightness which they exhibit, and by 
the morality of its literature, the words of the 
prophet, applied to another country in her degra- 
dation, seem alone adequate to the description of 
France subsequent to the year 1815 : '^ The whole 
head is sick and the whole heart faint," &c. 

Sixth Vial. 

12. And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the 
great river Euphrates ; and the water thereof was dried 
up, that the way of the kings of the east might he pre- 
pared. 

The sixth Vial is one of preparation ; no events 
seem to be announced in it, but a gradual dimi- 
nution of power in the Turkish Empire, (univer- 
sally agreed by commentators to be typified by 
the river Euphrates,) which is here described as 
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preparatory to the future return of the ten tribes 
to their own land. 

We have but to look at the state of the 
Turkish Empire at the present moment, depen- 
dent as it seems to be for its existence on the 
consent and support of the European powers, — its 
Grecian proyinces gone, its Egyptian dominion 
merely nominal, the Danubian provinces slipping 
rapidly into the hands of Russia ; and to contem- 
plate it as it was in the plenitude of its power ; 
in 1630, the Sultan Suleiman, « The Shadow 
of God over both Worlds," as in writiag to the 
king of France he styled himself, overcame the 
kingdom of Hungary, carried off its regalia, and 
bearded the great Charles the Fifth himself in 
his capital ; " Europe," to use the words of 
Ranke, '^felt the danger, and that it was a crisis 
duch as when the Arabians had got possession of 
the Mediterranean, conquered Spain, and pressed 
on towards France/' 

In 1683, the Turks were again under the walls 
of Vienna; in 1716, they were sufficiently power- 
ful to cause alarm throughout Europe, and the 
Emperor Charles the Sixth was urged by the 
Pope to stand forth in the defence of Christen- 
dom; we turn to the contrast of the present 
time, effected as it has been, not by aggressive 
war, but by a gradual exhaustion or drying up of 
the resources of the Empire, and the appositeness 
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of the prophetic expression is such, as to have ob- 
tained the almost general consent of commen- 
tators. 

13. And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come 
out of the mouth of the dragoHy and out of the tnouth of 
the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. 

J 4. For they are the spirits of devils, working mi- 
racles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of 
the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that 
great day of God Almighty. 

Spirits, not tangible occurrences, but evil prin- 
ciples, prevalent at this period of Europ^m his- 
tory ; the Dragon being typical of Paganism, the 
Beast of Infidelity, and the False Prophet of 
Popery, as may be ascertained by referring to the 
emblem descriptive of it during the period of its 
own predominance, in the thirteenth chapter, 
where, as here, it is represented as working mi- 
racles before the Beast. 

From these three sources, emanate revolutionary 
and evil principles of all kinds; issuing in at- 
tempts at subversion of government, as in the 
cases of Naples, Spain, and Piedmont, who, at 
ihis period, made an ineffectual struggle to throw 
off their respective yokes, and in the preaching 
of democratic and infidel opinions ; preparing the 
way for the great political and religious earthquake 
of the seventh Vial with its closing judgment. 

15. Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that 
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watcketh, and keepeth his garments^ lest he walk nahedj 
and they see his shame. 

A merciful reminder of Christ to his Church 
that it is a time for walking circumspectly ; an 
allusion to the images of Scripture, the wedding 
garment, the rohe of righteousness, &c. : the time 
for the coming of the bridegroom is at hand, 
and the bride must make herself ready. 

But the passage is not only admonitory, it may 
be considered as prophetic of a spirit of inquiry 
at this time poured out upon the Church in 
reference to the second coming of our Lord ; this 
vial is throughout characteristically a vial of pre- 
paration for the all-important seventh; in the 
East it has been seen that it is a preparation for 
the concluding event in the history of the king- 
doms of this world, the return of the ten tribes, to 
be united with those of Judah and Benjamin in 
the future metropolis of the visible kingdom of 
Christ. 

In the Western Empire it is described in like 
manner as having been a vial of preparation for 
that great event, the revolution of 1 848, which 
will eventually bring the nations of the Roman 
Empire under the leading of the Infidel Anti- 
christ, and finally to their destruction at the battle 
of Armageddon. 

16. And he gathered them together into a place called 
in the Hebrew tongue^ Armageddon, 
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Seventh Vial. 

17. And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the 
air ; and there came a great voice out of the temple of 
heaven from the throne, saying. It is done. 

The pouring out of the Vial into the air, may 
be taken as symbolical of its universality ; mani- 
fested in a spirit of revolution extending over the 
whole empire ; as the voice coming out of the 
temple and mediatorial throne announces this to 
be the consummating act of the wrath of Christ. 

18. And there were voices , and thunders y and light' 
nings ; and there was a great earthquake, such as was 
not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an earth- 
quake, and so great. 

These voices, thunderings, and lightnings, are 
the same which are represented in Chap. iv. 5, as 
proceeding from the mediatorial throne of Christ 
and the Church in heaven ; and which are again 
represented in chap. viii. 5 and xi. 19, as attending 
this final earthquake; they may be considered 
to represent, as in chap. xi. 19 they clearly do, 
the triumphant voices of the Church in heaven, 
on the establishment of the kingdom of Christ 
upon the ruins of the kingdoms of this world ; the 
lightnings mingled vrith the thunders being here 
an appropriate image of the wrath of God, now 
inflicted on the kingdoms of the world ; as in the 
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vision of the tranquil and triumphant state of the 
Church on earth during this period of the pouring 
out of the Vials, *^ fire " was seen to be mingled 
with the glassy sea. 

The result of the going forth of the three un- 
clean spirits, is now manifested in the earthquake, 
or great popular insurrection and revolution of 
this Vial ; which may be considered as having first 
declared itself in all its importance as the ex- 
pected universal continental revolution, by the 
violence with which it broke out in France in the 
month of February, 1 848. 

19. And the great city was divided into three parts, 
and the cities of the nations fell; and great Bahyhn 
came in remembrance before God, to give unto her the 
cup of the wine of the fierceness of his wrath. 

The final result of this revolution is the con- 
solidation of the former ten kingdoms of the 
western Roman Empire, which includes all the 
countries south and west of the Danube, and the 
Rhine, into three kingdoms or empires, together 
with a subversion of other monarchies not in- 
cluded within these boundaries, on which follows 
the infliction of judgment on the great ecclesi- 
astical Roman polity; this may be considered 
as having, in part at least, received its fulfilment 
in the overthrow of the Papal government of 
Rome, and the flight of the Pope and cardinals 
in the month of November 1848, marking, (simi- 
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larly to the former overthrow of the F^apal go^ 
vernment in 1798,) the expiration of another 
great prophetic epoch, namely, the 2450 years of 
the times of the Gentiles. 

20. And every island Jled away, and the mountains 
were not found. 

The entire overthrow of all the most deeply- 
rooted and firmly-established institutions of the 
ancient polity of France, (including perhaps those 
of the divided western Roman Empire :) as in the 
first revolution of the year 1792; with this dif- 
ference, that they were then only moved out of 
their places, whereas in this final judgment no 
re-establishment is to take place, they are ** to be 
no more found," 

21. And there fell upon men a great hail out of 
heaven^ every stone about the weight of a talent : and 
men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail ; 
for the plague thereof was exceeding greats 

The overrunning of the Roman earth by hordes 
from Russia, is the last event contained in this 
general description of the events of the seventh 
Vial ; the emblem employed for the description of 
armies from the north, in the Trumpet history, 
being doubtless employed for the same purpose 
here, in describing the last act of judgment which 
is to take place upon the kingdoms of the western 
Roman Empire. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

EXPLANATORY HISTORY OF THE WESTERN RO- 
MAN EMPIRE DURING THE PERIOD OF THE 
SEVENTH VIAL.— CHAPTERS XVII. XVIII. XIX., 
TO VERSE 10. 

Chap. xvii. 

1. And there came one of the seven angels which had 
the seven vials^ and talked with mey saying unto me, 
Come hither ; I will show unto thee the judgment of the 
great Whore that sitteth upon many waters. 

Given, as in the case of the visions of Daniel, 
hj the angel delegated to communicate the vision 
to the apostle ; and filling up the events of the 
seventh Vial only, as is ascertained by the title 
given to the vision by the angel, " The judg- 
ment^" &c. In this Vial veill be completed the 
judgment upon the Papacy and Papal Roman 
Empire begun under the previous six Vials. 

2. With whom the kings of the earth have committed 
fornication^ and the inhabitants of the earth have been 
made drunk with the wine of her fornication, 

A description of that polity which has been in- 
terwoven with the government of every kingdom 
of the Roman earth, giving and receiving mutual 
support; and destroying where it prevailed, the 
simplicity of the faith that is in Christ. 

3. So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilder- 
ness : and I saw a woman sit on a scarlet coloured beast, 
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fall of names of blasphemy^ having seven heads and ten 
horns. 

As the Church is represented under the image 
of a woman, so the impure Church appears under 
that of an impure woman ; she sits upon the old 
Roman Empire,— the ten-homed Beast of Daniel ; 
scarlet with sin, and full of names of blasphemy ; 
being now in the third stage of its existence, the 
period of Infidelity. 

The crowns are now wanting altogether, the 
triumphant reigns of Heathenism and of Popery 
having passed away, and Christ at this time 
reigning in his wrath ; the kingdoms of the 
world, as announced on the sounding of the 
seventh Trumpet in chapter eleven, are now be- 
come the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ, 
and in chapter xix. 12 he will be found as at this 
time having on his head many crowns 

The scene may be supposed to be laid in the 
wilderness, in reference to the long period of 
the 1260 years of spiritual barrenness which had 
now expired ; during which the invisible Church 
had been secretly nourished and supported by the 
influences of the Holy Spirit ; as Elijah, in the 
days of the famine in Israel, was secretly nou- 
rished by the waters of the brook Cherith, and the 
miraculous supply of the widow's meal and oil ; 
while, on the other hand, the visible Church had 
been abandoning herself to the grossest idolatries 

10 
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and superstitions, and making herself drunk witb 
the blood of the saints and martyrs of Jesus. 

4. And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet 
colour^ and decked with gold and precious stones and 
pearls, having a golden cup in her hand, full of abomi- 
nations and filthiness of her fornications. 

The gorgeousness of the great idolatrous Church 
is here described. 

6. And upon her forehead was a name writen, MYS- 
TERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER 
OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE 
EARTH. 

According to the scheme of the Christian pro- 
phecy, the names and terms of the old typical 
Jewish history being employed in giving the anti- 
type* the history of the Christian dispensation, 
Babylon, the antagonist of Jerusalem, is the name 
given to the great persecutor of the followers of 
the Lamb, — the true Israel. 

An allusion is here made to the mystery of the 
1260 years of toleration of her abominations. 

6. And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of 
the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: 
and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration. 

An indisputable allusion to the Church of 
Rome 

7. And the at^el said unto me. Wherefore didst thou 
marvel? I will tell thee the mystery of the woman, and 
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of the beast that carrieth her, which hath the seven heads 
and ten hams. 

The term " The Beast," like the term « The 
Dragon** in chapter xii., has necessarily three sig- 
nifications : — ^as carrying the ten horns, it signifies 
the Western Roman Empire in its territorial ex- 
tent ; — the scarlet coloured Beast out of the 
bottomless pit represents infidelity; — ^and the 
compound symbol consequently represents the 
Western Roman Empire in its infidelity ; but it 
embraces also a third signification ; for similarly 
to that figure of speech by which the head is made 
synonymous with the whole body, the individual 
Antichrist of the last days,— the head of the in- 
fidel Western Roman Empire, (the subject of 
Dan. xi. 40 — 45, yet unfiilfiUed,) is designated 
indifferently, as the Beast itself, or as its eighth 
and last head. 

8. The beast tliat than sawest was^ and is not ; and 
shall ascend out of the bottomless pity and go into per* 
dition : and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder y 
whose names were Tiot written in the booh of life from 
the foundation of the world, when they behold the beast 
that was, and is not, and yet is. 

The Beast that was, and is not, — an enigma 
partly fulfilled in Napoleon ; the rising of the 
Beast, — an awfiil manifestation of infidelity, sub- 
sequent to that mentioned in the history of the 
witnesses. 
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When the angel says of the Beast, or Infidel 
Antichrist, in his future last manifestation as the 
eighth head, that he formerly " was^' he must ne- 
cessarily refer to Antichrist in his first manifesta- 
tion, the subject of the preceding verses of Dan. 
xi. 21 — 39, which have, agreeably to the universal 
interpretation of the ancient Church, been ful- 
filled in one individual ; (the event having shown 
that fulfilment to have been, in the person of Na- 
poleon the Great :) When the angel says he " is 
not," or for a time shall cease to be, we cannot 
but refer the expression to the disappearance of 
the character in the person of Napoleon Buona- 
parte, before he had fulfilled verses 40 — 45, 
which appear as if to be fulfilled by the same 
individual as the preceding verses: And when 
it is farther stated by the angel, that he " yet 
is," we can assign no other possible meaning to 
the words than that the character shall reappear 
in the person of some other individual, who being 
the eighth and last head of the western Roman 
empire, shall aptly represent the deceased em- 
peror Napoleon the Great. 

9. And here is the mind which hath wisdom: The 
seven heads are seven mountains on which the woman 
sitteth. 

The city of Rome, in classical language deno- 
minated the Seven Hilled, is here clearly pointed 
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out as the seat of the mystic Babylon, the P^pal 
apostasy, now about to receive the punishment of 
her accumulated iniquities. The figure of the 
woman, or apostate Rome, thus sitting on the 
seven hills, answers to the description in the thir- 
teenth chapter, where the names of Blasphemy 
are found to be written on them. 

10. And there are seven kings: Jive are fallen j and one 
is, and the other is not yet come; and when he cometk, he 
must continue a short space. 

As the city of Rome was built on seven hills, 
so also six distinct forms of sovereignty had been 
assigned to it in the days of the apostle, and a 
seventh was foretold. Kings, Consuls, Decemviri, 
Military Tribunes, and Dictators, had then already 
fallen, and the sixth, the Imperial, was that of 
which the angel says, " and one is." This sixth 
head was wounded, for a period, unto death by the 
sword of the barbarians, when they broke in upon 
the western Roman Empire, and the title of 
emperor ceased in the person of Augustulus ; it 
revived again in Charlemagne, as described in the 
thirteenth chapter, and continued in the line of 
the German emperors till the year 1 806, when the 
constitution of the German empire was dissolved 
by the victories of Napoleon, and the Emperor of 
Germany compelled to resign the imperial crown 
of the Csesars.* 

* Alison, vol. v. 689, 690. 
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The seventh Headship began to be formed, 
when, in 1809, Napoleon united the city of Rome 
to his empire, ordaining that in rank it should be 
second only to Paris. And the headship may be 
considered as completed when, in 1811, he gaye 
to his new-bom son, the title of " King of Rome/* 
This headship, according to the words of the pro- 
phecy, continued but " a short space ;" for, on the 
14th of April 1814, Napoleon was compelled to 
renounce, in behalf both of himself and of the 
king of Rome, all rights and titles of sovereignty 
in France and Italy ; since which period the em- 
pire has remained without a head, waiting for the 
manifestation of its eighth aiid last bead, the 
subject of this prophecy ; who is to be the in- 
strument of effecting the last desolations of 
Babylon. 

11. And the beast that was^ and is not^ even he is the 
eighthy and is of the seven^ andgoeth into perdition. 

Napoleon's reign, forming the seventh head, 
has ceased ; he has continued a short space, and 
the present point of history lies between him, .and 
the appearance or recognition of the eighth and 
infidel head, in whom he is apparently to re- 
appear. 

The Beast, as having the ten horns, and repre- 
senting territorially the western Roman Empire, 
has but seven heads, and therefore when an 
^^ eighth " is spoken of, it must be considered as 
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referring personallj to the individual Antichrist^ 
the head of the Roman Empire in its infidel 
period, and its last sovereign, after whom *^ they 
that dwell on the earth shall wonder; (chap* xvii. 
8,) and who shall go into perdition," (chap. xviL 
11,) or meet with his destruction at the battle of 
Armageddon. He is said to be, *' of the seven," 
as being the prophetic representative of Napoleon 
the Great, in his character, office, and pretensions 
as the head of the empire in its Infidel state. 

12. And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten 
hinffSy which have received no kingdom as yet ; but receive 
power as kings one hour with the beast. 

The ten horns at the time when the vision was 
seen, had not yet received their crowns as the 
Roman Empire had not yet been divided into 
ten kingdoms. 

The " one hour " relates to that period of their 
existence, only, in which they shall act in con- 
junction with the Infidel head. 

13. These have one mind, and shall give their power 
and strength unto the beast. 

14. These shall make war with the Lamb, and the 
Lamb shall overcome them : for he is Lord of lords, and 
King of kings; and they that are with him are called, 
and chosen, and faithful. 

These ten horns, the whole territory of the 
Western Roman Empire, (originally divided into 
ten parts,) shall fall under the influence of Infi- 
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delity and of its lufidel head, under whose lead- 
ing they shall take part in that contest, described 
in chapter nineteen, as ** the supper of the great 
God ;" in chapters fourteen and nineteen, as " the 
treading of the winepress ;" in Daniel, as the going 
forth " with great fiiry to destroy and utterly to 
make away many." 

The scene of the '* gathering together " is in 
chapter sixteen, given as " a place called Arma- 
geddon ;" in chapter fourteen, as being •* without 
the city," or without the bounds of the Western 
Roman Empire ;* in Daniel, as " between the 
seas in the glorious holy mountain," the land of 
Palestine, where he shall ^' come to his end, and 
none shall help him ;" or, as in Revelation xvii. 
11, ''go into perdition." 

The called, and chosen, and faithful here 
spoken of, are the Church in heaven, the glorious 
army of martyrs, who are described in chapter 
nineteen as following Christ ; seated on this oc- 
casion on white horses, (as partakers of his regal 
character,) " clothed in fine linen white and clean." 

15. And he saith unto me, The waters which thou 
sawest^ where the whore sitteth^ are peoples^ and multi- 
tudes, and nations, and tongues. 

The " many waters " universally represent in 
symbolical language, multitudes of people ; here, 

* Chap. xvii. 18. 
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the many nations who have drunk of the cup of 
her abomination. 

16. And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the 
beasty these shall hate the whore^ and shall mahe her 
desolate and nahedy and shall eat her fleshy and burn 
her with fire. 

17* For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his 
will, and to agree, and give their kingdom unto the 
beast f until the words of God shall be fulfilled. 

The ten Popish kingdoms become Infidel, shall 
destroy and devour the possessions of the Roman 
Church : a prophecy, the fulfilment of which, began 
with the first outbreak of Infidelity in the year 
1792. 

As it was seen of old, that when God was about 
to deliver his Church, it was in his wisdom and 
power effected, by their enemies being made to 
beat down and destroy one another ; so, Infidelity 
in this latter dispensation, through the overrrul- 
ing power of God, is made the instrument of the 
destruction of the Papacy. 

N. 

18. And the woman which thou sawest, is that great 
city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth. 

The great city that reigned over the kings of 
the earth at the time of the communication of the 
prophecy, was Rome ; the Woman who has in her 
forehead the name of Babylon, is therefore Rome ; 
and in an extended sense^ the great city includes 
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the whole Western Roman Empire ; and Babylon 
the whole ecclesiastical dominion of the Roman 
Church. 



CHAPTEB XVIII. 



CONTAINS ALSO EXPLANATORY HISTORY OF 
THE WESTERN ROMAN EMPIRE. 

The first part of the exposition of the angel, 
as contained in chapter seventeen, seems to con- 
sist of a description and explanation of the sym- 
bolical characters employed ; viz., " the Beast " and 
the " abandoned Woman ;" the proper action of 
the vision appears only to commence with this 
chapter. 

L And after these things I saw another angel come 
down from heaven^ having great power ; and the earth 
W(9s lightened with his glory. 

2. And he cried mightily with a strong voice^ saying^ 
Babylon the great is fallen^ is fallen^ and is become the 
habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul apirit^ 
and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird. 

3. For all nations have drunh of the wine of the 
wrath of her fornication, and the kings of the earth 
have committed fornication with her, and the merchants 
of the earth are waxed rich through the abundance of 
her delicacies. 

This vision in the history of the Western 
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Roman Empire is parallel with the correspond- 
ing vision of the flight of the angel in chapter 
fourteen, (verse 8,) *' saying, Babylon is fallen, 
is fallen !" the cry being prophetic, is sent forth 
previous to the event. 

4. And I heard another voice from heaven, saying^ 
Come out of her^ my people^ thai ye be not partakers of 
her sins^ and that ye receive not of her plagues. 

Likewise parallel to the announcement of an- 
other work of the Church during the period prepa- 
ratory to the seventh Vial ; namely, the call upon 
the members of the Roman Church to come out of 
her previous to her fall. Chap. xiv. 9 — 11. 

The explanatory history of these chapters 
commencing only with the year 1823, (the termi- 
nation of the 129U years,) the publication of the 
Scriptures, which is one of the works of the 
Church announced in the Church History of chap- 
ter fourteen is omitted here ; the Bible Society 
having been instituted as early as the year 1 804. 

The rest of the chapter contains an amplifi- 
cation of the history of the actual destruction of 
Rome ; the 24th verse fixing the judgment un- 
mistakeably upon her. 

5. For her sins have reached unto heaven^ and God 
hath remembered her iniquities, 

6. Reward her even a^ she rewarded yoUy and double 
unto her double according to her works : in the cup 
which she hath filled fill to her double. 

8 
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7. How much she hath gloried herself j and lived 
delidouslyj so much torment and sorrow give her : for 
she saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow, 
and shall see no sorrow, 

8. Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, 
death, and mourning, and famine; and she shall he 
utterly burned with fire : for strong is the Lord God 
whojudgeth her. 

9. And the kings of the earth, who have committed 
fornication and lived deliciously with her, shall bewail 

her, and lament for her, when they shall see the smoke 
of her hurtling, 

10- Standing afar off for the fear of her torment, 
saying, Alas, alas that great city Babylon, that mighty 
city ! for in one hour is thy judgment come, 

11. And the merchants of the earth shall weep and 
mourn over her ; for no man buyeth their merchandise 
any more : 

12. The merchandise of gold, and silver, and pre- 
cious stones, and of pearls, and fine linen, and purple, 
and silk, and scarlet, and all thyine wood, and all 
manner vessels of ivory, and all manner vessels of most 
precious wood, and of brass, and iron, and marble, 

1 3. And cinnamon, and odours, and ointments, and 
frankincense, and unne, and oil, and fine flour, and 
wheat, and beasts, and sheep, and horses, and chariots, 
and slaves, and souls of men. 

14. And the fruits that thy soul lusted after are de- 
parted from thee, and all things which were dainty and 
goodly are departed from thee, and thou shall find 
them no more at all, 

15. The merchants of these things, which were made 
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rich by hefy shall stand afar off for the fear of her 
torment J weeping and tcailinfff 

16. And saying J Alasy alas that great citpj that 
was clothed in fine linen, and purple j and scar let j and 
decked with gold, and precious stones, and pearls I 

17. For in one hour so great riches is come to 
nought. And every shipmaster^ and all the company 
in ships, and sailors, and as many as trade by sea, 
stood afar off, 

18. And cried when they saw the smoke of her burn- 
ing, saying. What city is like unto this great city ! 

1 9. And they cast dust on their heads, and cried, 
weeping and wailing, saying, Alas, alas that great 
city, wherein were made rich ail that had ships in the 
sea by reason of her costliness ! for in one hour is she 
made desolate, 

20. Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye holy apos- 
tles and prophets ; for' God hath avenged you on her. 

21. And a mighty angel took up a stone like a great 
millstone, and cast it into the sea, saying. Thus with 
violence shall that great city Babylon be thrown down, 
and shall be found no more at all. 

22. And the voice of harpers, and musicians, and of 
pipers, and trumpeters, shall be heard no more at all 
in thee ; and no craftsman, of whatsoever craft he be, 
shall be found any more in thee; and the sound of a 
millstone shall be heard no more at all in tltee ; 

23. And the light of a candle shall shins no more at 
all in thee ; and the voice of the bridegroom and of 
the bride shall be heard no more at all in thee : for 
thy merchants were the great men of the earth ; for by 
thy sorceries were all nations deceived. 
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24. And in her was found the blood of prophets, 
and of saints^ and of all thai were slain upon the 
earth. 



CHAPTER XIX. TO VERSE 10. 

CONCLUDES THE HISTORY OF THE WESTERN 

ROMAN EMPIRE. 

From verse 1 to 8, gives the rejoicing of the 
Church in heaven at the consummation of judg- 
menty and the preparation of the Church on earth 
for the period of millennial blessedness. 

1. And after these things I heard a greai voice of 
much people in heaven, saying^ Alleluia : salvation^ and 
glory J and honour j and power y unto the Lord our God : 

2. For true and righteous are his judgments : for 
he hath judged the great whore, which did corrupt the 
earth with Iter fornication^ and hath avenged the blood 
of his servants at her hand. 

3. And again they said. Alleluia. And her smoke 
rose up for ever and ever. 

4. And the four and twenty elders and the four 
living creatures fell down and worshipped God that sat 
on the throne, saying, Amen ; Alleluia. 

5. And a voice came out of the throne, saying, Praise 
our God, all ye his servants, and ye that fear him, both 
small and great. 

6. And I heard as it were the voice of a great mul- 
titude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the 
voice of mighty thunderings, saying. Alleluia : for the 
Lord God omnipotent reigneth. 
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7. Let us be glad and rejoice^ and give honour to 
him : for the marriage of the Lamb is come^ and his 
wife hath made herself ready. 

8. And to her was granted that she should be ar- 
rayed in fine linen, clean and white : for the fine linen 
is the righteousness of saints, 

9. And he saith unto me^ write, Blessed are they 
which are called unto the marriage supper of the 
Lamb, And he saith unto me, these abe the true 

SAYINGS OF GOD. 

Verse 9 terminates this prophecy similarly to 
the last prophecy of Daniel, chap, xii : " Blessed is 
he that waiteth, and cometh to the thousand three 
hundred and five and thirty days ;" that is, who 
shall wait to seventy-five years from the termina- 
tion of the 1260 years in the year 1792 — 3, or to 
A. D. 1867 — 8, when the Millennium will com- 
mence ; — so here, " Blessed is he that is called to 
the marriage supper of the Lamb.'' 

The command to " write,'' implies that the pro- 
phecy, viz., that of the Western Roman Empire, is 
concluded ; while the declaration that " these are 
the true sayings of God'* confirms the truth and 
importance of all that is thus commanded to be 
written ; the same confirmatory text will be found 
at the conclusion of the history of the Eastern 
Roman empire, chap. xxi. 5, and again at the 
conclusion of the history of the Church. 

10. And I FELL AT HIS feet to worship him. And 

HE SAID UNTO ME, SeE THOU DO IT NOT : I AM THY 
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FBLLOW-6ERVAKT, AND OF THY BRETHREN THAT HAVE 
THE TESTIMONY OF JESUS I WORSHIP GoD : FOR THE TES- 
TIMONY OF Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. 

The act of St. John here described, also shews 
in the most decided manner that the prophetic 
history which the angel was commissioned to shew 
and to expound, was now brought to a close ; — a 
similar and parallel text terminates in like man- 
ner the Church history at chap. xxii. 8 and 9. 



CHAPTER XIX. VERSE 11, TO CHAPTER XXI. 

VERSE 8. 

EXPLANATORY HISTORY OF THE WESTERN 

ROMAN EMPIRE. 

11. And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white 
horse ; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful 
and Truej and in righteousness he doth judge and 
make war, 

12. His eyes were as a flame of fir e^ and on his 
head were many crowns ; and he had a name written, 
that no man knew, but he himself. 

Christ is here revealed in his regal character 
as King of kings and Lord of lords, having on his 
head many crowns, as having already taken pos- 
session of the kingdoms of the world, and like the 
Emperors under the four first seals, as seated on a 
horse, which here, as in the case of Constantine the 
first Christian emperor, is white, in reference to 
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His going forth conquering and to conquer. Both 
these conquests are temporal. 

For the name that no man knew but He him- 
self. See chap. ii. 17, where Christ promises, as 
the reward of those who should be faithful during 
the period of pagan persecution, that at his coming 
they shall be partakers of Ms new name^ his regal 
name, with which he now first appears as invested. 

13. And he was clothed wMi a vesture dipped in 
blood : and his name is called The Word of God, 

The vesture dipped in blood, as the dyed gar- 
ments seen on him coming from Edom, is stained 
with the blood of his enemies. 

14. And the armies which were in heaven followed 
him upon white horses j clothed in fine linen, white 
and clean. 

The armies which were in heaven whom he 
now associates with himself in his triumphs, accord- 
ing to the promise made to the Church in 
Thyatira,* are the saints wlio have confessed his 
name and suffered martyrdom in his cause, who 
also as partakers of his victory, and of his regal 
character, are symbolised as seated on white 
horses. 

15. And out of his mouth goeth a sharp swordy that 
with it he should smite the nations : and he shall rule 
thera with a rod of iron : and he treadeth the wine^ 
press of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 

* Chap. ii. 27. 
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The sword that goeth out of his mouth, — the 
condemning power of the word of God. 

The Winepress is trodden without the city, or 
without the bounds of that " great city," the 
Western Roman Empire. See chap. xiv. 20. 
The scene of the destruction of the enemies of 
Christ being, as we are told, Dan. xi. 45, between 
the Mediterranean and the Dead Sea, in the 
glorious holy mountain. 

16. And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a 
name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF 
LORDS. 

Christ having received from his Father all 
power in heaven and earth, as the reward of his 
mediatorial oflSce, and the period of the humilia- 
tion of his church being terminated, now manifests 
himself in his regal character as " King of kings 
and Lord of lords," attended by all the Church 
triumphant, to put all his and their enemies under 
his feet. 

17. And I saw an angel standing in the sun ; and he 
cried ivith a loud voice, saying to all the fowls thatjly 
in the midst of heaven. Come and gather yourselves 
together unto the supper of the great God, 

18. That ye may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh 
of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh 
of horses, and of them that sit on them, and the flesh 
of all men J both free and bond, both small and great. 

The sun, emblem of the first potentate, the 
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imperial governor of the Western Roman Empire, 
Emperor of Rome, 8th head of the beast, suc- 
cessor of Napoleon, the individual Antichrist in 
his last manifestation, the Beast that rises out of 
the bottomless pit, under vehom the whole of the 
Western Roman Empire vrill be gathered as their 
infidel head, to oppose the gracious designs of 
God in the restoration of the Jews ; when, like 
Pharoah and his hosts, they will he annihilated 
vnth an overwhelming destruction. 

The fact of the individual infidel Antichrist, 
whose seat is in Rome, the capital of the Western 
Empire, thus appearing as having passed into the 
territories of the Eastern Empire, marks a point 
of coincidence between the two histories. 

As it would be contrary to symbolical propriety 
to represent a voice as issuing from the sun, 
otherwise than as that of an angel proceeding 
from it, that form is here used; the sun repre- 
senting the imperial head of the Empire, who has 
brought together his hosts as the unconscious 
prey of the fowls of the air, — at the " supper of 
the great God." 

19. And I saw the leasts and the kings of the earthy 
and their armies^ gathered together to make war 
against him that sat on the horse^ and against his 
army. 

The Beast here is the same spoken of in chap, 
xvii. 8 and 1 1, that " was, and is not, and yet is," 
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the successor and prophetic representative of Na- 
poleon the Great ; the sun of the preceding 
verses, about to fulfil the latter portion of the 
prophecy of Daniel left unfulfilled by his prede- 
cessor, namely, from verse 40 to 45 of chap. xi. 
and to fall, together with all his hosts, between 
the Mediterranean and the Dead Sea, in the glo- 
rious holy mountain. 

20. And the becLst was taken, and with him the false 
prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which 
he deceived them that had received the mark of the 
beast, and them that worshipped his image. These 
both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with 
brimstone. 

The false prophet that wrought miracles before 
the Beast is thus recognised as the Papacy, de- 
scribed in chap. xiii. as working miracles before 
the Beast or Western Roman Empire civil, and is 
called here by a new name, because the Bea^t 
(the apostasy) of the present time, is peculiarly 
Infidelity. 

Infidelity and Popery are here finally destroyed 
together. 

Paganism, represented by the great red Dragon 
the Devil, or Satan^ is not here cast into the lake 
of fire, or his power finally abolished, because he 
is again to be loosed at the expiration of the 
Millennium. 

21. And the remnant were slain with the sword of 
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him thai sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded 
out of his mouth: and all the fowls were Jllled unth 
their flesh. 

The remnant may be supposed to be the axmies 
that followed the Beast, including perhaps the 
nations of the Western Roman Empire not pre- 
sent at the battle of Armageddon ; the judgment 
here denounced, would then correspond to the 
great hail of chap. xvi. 21, the closing event of 
the seventh Vial ; but this detail of the battle of 
Armageddon, and the judgments following upon 
it having been reserved for the explanatory 
history before us, and omitted among the details 
of the seventh Vial in chapter xvi., the relative 
chronology is not quite evident. 



CHAPTER XX. 



CONTINUES THE EXPLANATORY HISTORY OF 
THE EASTERN ROMAN EMPIRE. 

1. And I saw an angel come down from heaven^ 
having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain 
in his hand. 

2. And he laid hold on the dragon^ that old serpent^ 
which is the Devil j and Satan, and bound him a thou- 
sand years, 

3. And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut 
him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should de- 
ceive the nations no more, till the thousand years 

6 
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should be fulfilled : and after that he must be loosed a 
little season. 

4. And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and 
judgment was given unto them :* and I saw the souls 
of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, 
and for the word of God, and which had not wor- 
shipped the beasti neither his image^ neither had re- 
ceived his mark upon their foreheads, or in their 
hands ; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thou- 
sand years. 

5. But the rest of the dead lived not again until the 
thousand years were finished. This is the first resur- 
rection. 

6. Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first 
resurrection : on such the second death hath no power,i- 
but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and 
shall reign with him a thousand years. 

Verses one to six describe the Millennial period, 
during which the saints, in their glorified and 
risen bodies, typified by the cherubim in the holy 
of holies, will possess the kingdom, agreeably to 
the prediction of Daniel vii. 22, or constitute the 
agency of the Divine polity ; the whole world 
being then under a theocracy, of which the re- 
edified temple of Jerusalem will be the seat ; and 
of which the short and partial Jewish theocracy 
was a typical prefiguration ; having existed frona 
the setting up of the tabernacle in the wilderness, 
when God dwelt with men ; and been manifested 
in its highest glory during the reign of King 

* Chap. iii. 21. f Chap. ii. 11. 

L 2 
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Solomon; and having terminated with the first 
destruction of the temple, and captivity of the 
nation, when the visible tokens of the Divine 
presence were withdrawn. 

This type of the old Jewish theocracy, is the 
great authority which is to guide us in our anti- 
cipations respecting the nature of the Millennial 
reign; and though, doubtless, the antitype will 
exceed the type as greatly in glory, as it will do 
in extent, yet we must neither add to, nor di- 
minish from, the foreshowing thus given us : for 
the essentials of a personal reign may indeed be 
said to have existed even under the Jewish dis- 
pensation when a visible glory was seen, an audible 
voice heard, the means of constant communica- 
tion given, between God (manifested in Christ 
the mediator) and his people ; so that, on every 
occasion which called for it, they were permitted 
to go and inquire of the Ijord for direction. 

Under the Christian dispensation, during which 
the visible communication formerly fulfilled by 
angels, and especially by the angel Gabriel, has 
been withdrawn, the agents of prophetic commu- 
nication to the Church on earth, appear from the 
narration of the Apocalypse, to be the risen saints, 
the Church of our risen Lord in heaven ; charac- 
terised by the cherubim, the elders, and the 
angels of the Seals, Trumpets, and Vials; and 
the active part which is assigned to them through- 
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out the Apocalypse, and especially in the passages 
prophetic of their complete vindication and tri- 
umph, together with the typical evidence of the 
Cherubim in the holy of holies, would lead one to 
anticipate their being the appointed means of 
communication between our blessed Lord and the 
rest of the inhabitants of the earth, during his 
promised temporal reign. 

7. And when the thousand years are expired^ Satan 
shall he loosed out of his prison j 

8. And shall go out to deceive the nations which are 
in the four quarters of the earthy Gog and Magog ^ to 
gather them together to battle: the number of whom is 
as the sand of the sea. 

9. And they went up on the breadth of the earthy 
and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the 
beloved dty : and fire came down from God out of 
heaven^ and devoured them. 

10. And the devil that deceived them was cast into 
the lake of fire and bf'imstone, where the beast and the 

false prophet are^ and shall be tormented day and night 
for ever and ever. 

Verses seven to ten, describe the last great 
apostasy and assault upon the Church, excited by 
the influence of Satan after the world had expe- 
rienced all the blessings and privileges of the 
Millennial period ; showing by a last awful lesson, 
that man has no power to stand in his own 
strength, but, unsupported by Divine power, must 
assuredly fall. 

11. And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat 
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an itf from whose face the earth and the heaven fled 
away ; and there was found no place for them. 

12. And I saw the dead, small and great^ stand be^ 
fore God; and the books were opened: and another 

book was opened^ which is the book of life : and the dead 
were judged out of those things which were written in 
the bookSf according to their works. 

13. And the sea gave up the dead which were in it ; 
and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in 
them : and they were judged every man according to his 
works. 

14. And death and hell were' cast into the lake of fire. 
This is the second death. 

15. And whosoever was not found vyritten in the book 
of life was cast into the lake of fire. 

Verses eleven to fifteen, describe the general 
judgment ; death and bell are cast into the lake of 
fire, the symbol of everlasting destruction, as well 
as of the everlasting punishment to be inflicted 
on all whose names shall not be found written in 
the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foun- 
dation of the world.* 

* Chap. xiii. 8. 
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CHAPTEE XXI. 

THE EXPLANATORY HISTORY OF THE EAS- 
TERN ROMAN EMPIRE, CONTINUED IN THE 
VISION OF THE ETERNAL STATE; ITS CON- 
CLUSION MARKED BY FOUR TERMINATING 
TEXTS. 

Chap. xxi. 

1. And I saw a new heaven and a new earth : for the 
first heaven and the first earth were passed away ; and 

there was no more sea. 

2. And I John saw the holy city^ new Jerusalem^ 
coming down from God out of heaven^ prepared as a 
bride adorned /or her husband. 

Verses one and two describe the eternal state, 
following the great judgment of the last day. 

This vision of the descent of the New Jerusa- 
lem, the bride, the Lamb's wife, is appropriately 
amplified in the Church History of chapter xxi. 10 
to 22. Its short introduction here, showing 
cleariy its chronological position. 

3. And I heard a great voice out of heaven^ saying^ 
Behold^ the tabernacle of God is tdth men^ and he unll 
dwell with them, and they shall be his people^ and 
God himself shall be with them^ and be their God, 

4. And GOD SHALL WIPE AWAY ALL TEARS FROM 

THEIR EYES ; and there shall be no more Deathy neither 
sorrow, nor crying , neither shall there be any more pain : 
for the former things are passed away. 
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AtuI God shall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes ; found also as a termiDating text in chapter 
seveOy where the history of the sealed book is 
brought down to the same period. 

5. And he that sat upon the throne saidf Behold^ I 
make all things new. And he said unto me^ write : for 

THESE WORDS ARE TRUE AND FAITHFUL. 

These words are true and faithful : words, cor- 
responding to which, are found to terminate the 
history of the Western Empire, chapter xix. 9, 
and that of the Church History, chapter xxii. 6. 

6. And he said unto me^ It is done. I am alpha 

AND OMEQA, THE BEGINNINQ AND THE END. I WILL 
GIVE UMTO HIM THAT IS ATHIRST OF THE FOUNTAIN OF 
THE WATER OF LIFE FREELY. 

The sublime and short announcement *' It is 
done^ marking the termination of this history, 
will be found also to terminate the Supplementary 
history of chapter sixteen ; where, on the angel 
having poured out the seventh Vial, a voice is 
heard to proceed from the mediatorial throne of 
Christ and the Church in heaven, making in re- 
ference to the effect of that last judgment, the 
same announcement, ^^ It is done." 

The further announcement, " / am Alpha and 
Omega, the beginning and the end,'' is in its own 
nature a commencing as well as a terminating 
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text ; it is accordingly found both here and in the 
introduction to the prophecy chapter i. 8, and 
again at the conclusion of the Church History and 
of the whole book, in chapter xxii. 13. 

The promise, " / will give unto him that is 
athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely ^^ 
is also a terminating text, referring to the great 
promise of the last dispensation, the free and 
abundant indwelling of the spirit of God in his 
saints : it also terminates the main history of the 
Western Roman Empire, where, in the vision of 
the eternal state, it is said, chap vii. 17, "And 
the Lamb shall lead them unto living fountains of 
waters ;" it terminates also the Church History in 
the description of the " pure river of the water 
of life ;" chap. xxii. 1 ; and again the whole 
book, where it is said in verse seventeen of the 
same chapter, ** Whosoever will, let him take of 
the water of life freely.'' 

7. He that overcometh shall inherit all things ; and 
I will be his God^ and he shall he my son, 

8. But the fearfuly and unbelieving^ and the abomin" 
able, and murderers^ and whoremongers, and sorcerers^ 
and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the 
lake which burneth with fire and brimstone : which is 
the second death. 
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CHAPTEE XXI. VERSE 9, TO THE END OF 

THE APOCALYPSE. 

EXPLANATORY HISTORY OF THE CHURCH. 
VISION OF THE ETERNAL STATE. 

This explanatory history is communicated 
in the same manner as were the two former, 
namely, by one of the angels of the Vials ; it 
gives the detail appropriate to Church History, the 
description of the heavenly Jerusalem, the bride, 
the Lamb's wife; emblematic of the now eternal 
union of Christ and his Church ; giving the last 
scene in the chronological history of the three 
explanatory visions. 

It is concluded, together with the whole apoca- 
lyptic history, by an united use of all those 
texts designated as terminating texts. 

9. And there came unto me one of the seven angels 
which had the seven vials full of the seven last plagues j 
and talked with me, saying. Come hither , I will shew 
thee the bride, the LamVs wife. 

This verse is parallel with that of chapter 
xvii. 1, and commences the explanation given by 
the angel relative to the prophecy of the Little 
Open Book or Church History ; as the same text 
formerly commenced the explanation of the sealed 
Book, or history of the Empire ; the vision, 
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however, itself relates exclusively to the eternal 
or heavenly state, being altogether only an am- 
plification of chap. xxi. 2, describing the descent 
of the bride, the Lamb's wife; and it is to be 
remarked, that the three histories becoming 
united in one, in their last period, the three 
explanations of the angel, though each complete 
in itself, and brought to an historical close, as 
well as kept perfectly distinct from the others 
by the terminating texts ; yet, in their ampli- 
jftcations^ they form but a single history. Thus 
chapters xvii.^' to xix. 9, constituting the ex- 
planatory history of the Seals, describe only in 
detail the destruction of Babylon the great, the 
apostasy of the Western Empire. Chapters xix. 
from verse 11 to xxi. verse 8, constituting the 
Trumpet history, describe at full length only the 
battle of Armageddon, which takes place in the 
Eastern Empire ; the Millennial reign, the seat of 
which is also in the Eastern Empire; the last attack 
upon the beloved city, the earthly Jerusalem ; and 
briefly, in chapter xxi. verse 2, the vision of the 
bride, the Lamb's wife, or the eternal state : 
While this explanation of the Church History of 
the Little Open Book is occupied, chapters xxi. 
verse 9, to xxii. verse 5, with an amplification 
only of the vision of the glorified Church descend- 
ing from heaven, briefly mentioned in the pre- 
ceding history. 
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1 0. And he carried me away in the spirit to a great 
and high mountain, and shewed me that great city^ the 
holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, 

11. Having the glory of Ood: and her light was 
like unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, 
clear as crystal ; 

12. And had a wall great and high, and had twelve 
gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names written 
thereon, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the 
children of Israel : 

13. On the east three gates ; on the north three gates ; 
on the south three gates ; and on the west three gates. 

14. And the wall of the city had twelve foundations^ 
and in them the names of the twelve apostles of the 
Lamb. 

15. And he that talked with me had a golden reed to 
measure the city, and the gates thereof, and the wall 
thereof. 

16. And the city lieth foursquare, and the length is as 
large €Ui the breadth : and he measured the city with the 
reedy twelve thousand furlongs. The length and the 
breadth and the height of it are equal. 

1 7. And he measured the wall thereof, an hundred 
and forty and four cubits, according to the measure of a 
man, that is, of the angel. 

18. And the building of the wall of it was of jasper : 
and the city was pure gold, like unto clear glass. 

19. And the foundations of the wall of the city were 
garnished with all manner of precious stones. The first 
foundation was jasper ; the second, sapphire ; the third, 
a chalcedony ; the fourth, an emerald ; 

20. The fifth, sardonyx ; the sixth, sardius ; the 
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seventh^ chrysolite; the eighth^ beryl; the ninths a 
topaz; the tenths a chrysoprasus ; the eleventh^ a ja- 
cinth ; the twelfth, an amethyst, 

21. And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; every 
several gate was of one pearl : and the street of the 
city was pure gold, as it were transparent glass. 

22. And I saw no temple therein : for the Lord God 
Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it, 

23. And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the 
moon^ to shine in it : for the glory of God did lighten 
itf and the Lamb is the light thereof 

24. And the nations of them which are saved shall 
walk in the light of it : and the kings of the earth do 
bring their glory and honour into it, 

25. And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by 
day : for there shall be no night there, 

26. And they shall bring the glory and honour of the 
nations into it. 

27. And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing 
that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, 
or maheth a lie: but they which are written in the 
LamVs book of life. 



CHAPTER XXII. 

1. And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, 
clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and 
of the Lamb. 

2. In the midst of the street of it, and on either side 
of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve 
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manner of fruits^ and yielded her fruit every month : 
and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the 
nations. 

3. And there shall he no more curse : hut the throne 
of God and of the Lamb shall be in it ; and his ser- 
vants shall serve him : 

4. And they shall see his face; and his name shall be 
in their foreheads. 

5. And there shall be no night there ; and they need 
no candlcj neither light of the sun ; for the Lord Ood 
giveth them light: and they shall reign for ever and 
ever. 

6. And he said unto me, these sayings a.be faithful 
AND TRUE : and the Lord Ood of the holy prophets sent 
his angel to shew unto his servants the things which must 
shortly be done. 

These sayings are faithful and true. — This text 
once more repeated, connects the termination of 
this explanatory history with the two former ones, 
where it is likewise found. 

7. Behold^ I come quickly : blessed is he that keepeth 
the sayings of the prophecy of this book. 

8. And I John saw these things, and heard them. 

And WHEN I HAD HEARD AND SEEN, I FELL DOWN TO 

worship before the feet of the angel which 
shewed me these things. 

9. Then saith he unto me, See thou do it not : 

FOR I AM thy fellow-servant, AND OF THY BRETHREN 
THE PROPHETS, AND OF THEM WHICH KEEP THE SAYINGS 
OP THIS BOOK : WORSHIP GoD. 
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This text farther establishes the synchronical 
termination of this explanatory Church history 
with that of the Western Roman Empire. Chap. 
xix. 10. 

We are not indeed to understand that St. 
John, having been once warned against the error 
of paying undue honour to one who like himself 
was but a created being, fell again into the same ; 
the fact being, that it is one and the same act, 
twice repeated in the narration, as connected with 
two distinct histories. 

10. And he saith unto me. Seal not the sayings of 
the prophecy of this book : for the time is at hand. 

1 1 . He that is unjust, let him be unjust still : and 
he which is filthy, let him be filthy still : and he that is 
righteous, let him be righteous still : and he that is holy, 
let him be holy still. 

12. And, behold, I come quickly ; and my reward is 
with me, to give every man according as his work 
shall be. 

13. I AM Alpha and Omega, the beginning and 

THE END, THE FIRST AND THE LAST. 

This text having previously occurred at chap, 
xxi. 6, connects the conclusion of this history 
with that also of the Eastern Roman Empire. 

14. Blessed are they that do his commandments, that 
they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in 
through the gates into the city. 

15. For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whore-- 
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mongers^ and murderers^ and idolaters, and whomsoever 
loveth and maketh a lie, 

16. / Jesvs have sent mine angel to testify unto you 
these things in the churches. I am the root and the 
offspring of David, and the bright and morning star, 

17. And the Spirit and the bride say^ Come. And 
let him that heareth say^ Come, And let him that is 

ATHIR8T COME. AnD WHOMSOEVER WILL, LET HIM TAKE 
THE WATER OF LIFE FREELY.. 

** A nd let him that is at hirst come. And whom- 
soever will^ let him take the water of life freely.^ 

This text refers to the abundant communica* 
tion of the Holy Spirit of God as the great pro- 
mised blessing of the eternal and heavenly state : 
and as this promise terminated the Church history 
at chap. xxi. 6, so it also terminates here the 
whole book of the Revelation. It is the same 
promise also which is given in the concluding 
vision, chap. vii. 17, representing the blessed- 
ness of the eternal state, when it is said that the 
Lamb shall lead his redeemed Church ^^unto 
living fountains of waters ;" and it is the subject 
also of the similar vision with which the present 
chapter commences, where St. John is shewn " a 
pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, pro- 
ceeding out of the throne o( God and of the 
Lamb :" in which representation, it is to be ob- 
served, that the blessedness of the redeemed 
Church, flowing from God the Holy Spirit, the 
only Author and Giver of spiritual life in this 
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world, and the everlasting source and spring of 
their eternal blessedness in the world to come, is 
the gift also of God the Father, and of God the 
Son ; *^ proceeding," it is said, ^ out of the throne 
of God and of the Lamb." Therefore, as in the 
opening vision, chap. iv. and v., when the revela- 
tion of the trials and deliverances which the 
Church should experience in its passage through 
this world was about to be communicated to 
them, the three Persons in the Divine Trinity 
were represented as equally present; God the 
Father, (as manifested in Christ), seated on the 
mediatorial throne, — God the Son, ** a Lamb as it 
had been slain," standing **in the midst of the 
throne ;" and God the Holy Spirit, represented by 
the " seven lamps of fire burning before the 
throne;" so in this concluding vision, when all 
their trials have been passed through, and their 
deliverance effected, a corresponding vision reveals 
the Triune Jehovah as the author of their ever- 
lasting happiness ; the eternal and exceeding 
great reward of all those who shall have overcome 
and continued faithfal unto the end. 

This promise of the abundant communication 
of the Holy Spirit, contained in the verse under 
consideration, together with the repeated assu- 
rances given in verses 7, 12, and 20, of the 
speedy coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 
glory of his kingdom, concludes this book of the 

M 
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Revelation ; the great importance and sacred cha- 
racter of which is made known by the awful de- 
nunciations pronounced in the following verses 
against those who should add to, or take away 
from its words so full of life and promise to 
Christ's suffering and afflicted Church. 

IS. Fw I testify unto every man that heareth the 
words of the prophecy qf this book^ If any man ^haU add 
unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues 
that are written in this hook : 

19» And if any man shall take away from the words 
of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his 
part out of the book of life^ and out of the holy citj/, 
and from the things which are written in this book. 

20. He which testifieth these things saithf Surely I 
come quickly ; Amen. Even so, comCf Lord Jesus. 

21. TTie grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
all. Amen. 

Thus have the three courses of history, those of 
the two branches of the Empire, and that of the 
Church, been brought down chronologically from 
the time of the communication of the vision to 
the Apostle, to that when the history of time 
shall find its close in eternity; — and thus from 
the systematic nature of the scheme, and the 
uniform employment of the symbols, may intima- 
tions more than conjectural be gathered from the 
reading of time past, respecting the gracious de- 
signs of God as regards his Church in time 
future ; intimations which from His word we may 
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belieye she will receive increasing power to 
read ; (Dan. xii. 10) ; and which according to the 
truth of that word, we may feel confident vnll be 
so far read as to enable those who look for the 
blessed hope of His glorious appearing to be found 
watching ; that so, calling upon the name of the 
Lord, they may obtain that deliverance which he 
has promised to grant his Church in that great 
and terrible day, (Joel ii. 31,) together with a full 
assurance through him of an entrance into that 
heavenly city, of which the Lord God Almighty 
and the Lamb shall be the temple, and which shall 
have no need of the sun neither of the moon to 
shine in it, for the glory of God and of the Lamb 
shall be the light thereof. 



THE END. 
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